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Vasa’ $s vision and victory of 
a century, 1855-1955 
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Vasa’s Unique P ulpit 


A sketch of our unique pulpit is used for the cover page because we 
believe it significantly reveals the background for the Vision and Victory 
of a Century. 


The story is told that Dr. Eric Norelius had for some time been 
thinking of the kind of pulpit to be installed in the new brick church, 
which was dedicated in 1870. One night as he was sleeping a VISION 
of a UNIQUE and different kind of pulpit came upon his mind’s horizon. 
It was a Bible on a Bible. The one was the closed Bible, which appeared 
as the base of the pulpit; the other was an OPEN BIBLE with the out- 
side facing the congregation, and the inside facing the pastor, so that the 
pastor would literally be ‘Standing on the Promises of God’ with the open 
Book before him. Then he noted in his vision that on one side of the 
opened Bible facing the congregation should be the Ten Commandments 
(the Law) and on the other side, the Cross and the Cup (the Gospel) and in 
the center, a symbol of the Fish, which is the Christian symbol reminding 
people that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, Saviour. The center also con- 
tains a bundle of wheat, signifying the Bread of Life. 


The pulpit is absolutely UNIQUE in the congregations of the 
Augustana Synod, there being none like it, except a duplicate of same at 
the Welch Lutheran Church. 


In that this pulpit has been used to preach “Christ and Him Cruci- 
fied’, by Dr. Eric Norelius and succeeding pastors down throughout these 
many years, it is our prayer that it may continue to be used similarly in 
the coming century; and may the pulpit itself inspire souls to remain 
faithful unto Him who has given us the OPEN BOOK. 


A word of appreciation is due Mrs. Edward Oslund, the wife of 
the son of the late Dr. John Oslund, who made the sketch for the cover. 


Wedication 


To the Glory of the Triune God, Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit for His sustaining grace and good- 
ness through these one hundred years. 


To the memory of our pioneer pastors and 
laymen, who with a vision of souls to be saved 
and sanctified, overcame all obstacles by faith in 
the Triune God, and established the Vasa Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Church. 


To the future generations—with a prayer 
that they too might have a vision of God’s com- 
mission unto them to “Go forth and preach the 


Gospel to all nations’. 
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The theme for our Centennial Celebration, “VASA’S VISION AND 
VICTORY OF A CENTURY”, brings to mind a picture of personalities, 
plans, limitations and potentialities of Christian men and women, who 
lived and served God in this part of the Lord’s Vineyard. 


The Historical Book Committee has perused the Church records, 
which are all intact and in good condition—the original minutes of the 
organizational meeting are photostatically presented in this Historical 
Booklet. A word of appreciation is due Dr. Emory Johnson for the help 
afforded through his two books, “A Church is Planted” and “A Biography 
of Eric Norelius”. Much of the history of the first fifty years was ep- 
itomized in the monumental “Vasa Illustrata’”’, from which historical facts 
were extracted. Of course personal anecdotes and stories have been re- 
ceived from “living witnesses” living in Vasa today. For all help of any 
kind, the Historical Committee would give thanks and appreciation. 


Members of the Historical Committee: Pastor H. Lester Peterson; 
Mrs. F. Clarence Johnson, Sec’y.; Mrs. Wm. Quist, treasurer; Mrs. Den- 
nis M. Lundell, Mrs. Victor Larson, Eric Collins, Sigfrid Lundberg. 
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PASTOR AND MRS. ERIC 
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MINUTES OF THE FIRST MEETING, WRITTEN BY DR. NORELIUS 
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MINUTES OF THE FIRST MEETING CONTINUED 
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Original Minutes Translated 


Minutes taken at a meeting of the Swedish settlers in Vasa, Good- 
hue County, Minnesota Territory, September 3, 1855: 


The Swedish people living in the Vasa area felt the necessity of a 
church and of organizing a congregation. When the undersigned during 
his journey through this territory visited them, preached the Word of God 
and administered the Sacraments, the question of organizing a congre- 
gation was presented. After a devotional service at the home of Carl 
Carlson, the following resolutions were adopted: 


(1.) We, here assembled, organize ourselves as a congregation, and 
take the name: The Swedish Evangelical Lutheran Congregation of Vasa. 


(2.) That three deacons be elected to serve the congregation, 
namely, Sven Jacobson, Sven Johan Willard and Ola Olson. 


(3.) It was decided that the Vasa congregation sheuld, for the time 
being, be served by the same pastor as the Red Wing congregation. 


The following were received as charter members of the congre- 
gation: 


Carl Carlson, wife and 4 children 
Ola Olson and 4 children (widower) 
Jon Bergdahl and 1 child (widower) 
Samuel Johnson, wife and 1 child 
Gustaf Carlson, wife and 3 children 
Erick Anderson, wife and 2 children 
Sven Johan Willard, wife and 1 child 
Jonas Gustafson, wife and 1 child 
Nils Peterson and wife 

Peter Nelson, wife and 4 children 
Nils Westerson, wife and 4 children 
August Johanson (hired man) 

Peter Johanson, wife and 1 child 
Sven Jacobson, wife and 1 child 
Anders Nilson, wife and 2 children 
Sven Svenson, wife and 3 children 
Sven Olson, wife and 1 child 

Bengt Anderson and wife 

Ola Svenson (hired man) 

Signil Andersdotter (hired girl) 
Matts Mattson and 2 children (widower) 
M. Flodquist 


Gustaf Peterson (hired man) Nils Ekelund (hired man) 

Car] Peterson (hired man) Bengt Kilberg (hired man) 
Olof Peterson, wife and 1 child Peter Wedin (hired man) 
Nicklas Peterson and wife Carl Roos, wife and 2 children 
Bonde Olson (hired man) A. G. Kempe 


Total 88 souls 


The wish of those assembled was to get a pastor to serve the newly 
organized congregation as soon as possible. 


After the singing of a psalm and prayer by the undersigned the 
meeting was adjourned. 


Respectfully submitted, 
E. Norelius, Chairman 
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Vasa’s Vision and Victory 


of a Century 
vw a 
1955 - 1955 
“I was not disobedient to the Heavenly Vision” Acts 26:19 


The history of a century of struggle and progress in a church such 
as Vasa is intensely interesting and unique in many respects, but only a 
skeleton outline of Vasa’s Vision and Victory of a Century is given in the 
few pages allotted in this historical book. Anyone, however, who knows 
anything about the history of Vasa, knows that it really had its beginnings 
in the mind and soul of Dr. Eric Norelius, who had a vision of souls gather- 
ed together in a Communion of Saints, in an organized church at Vasa. 


Before Dr. Eric Norelius came to the 
Vasa Community there was an immigrant 
leader, Hans Mattson, from the province 
of Skane in Sweden, who led quite a num- 
ber of Swedes to the Red Wing and Vasa 
area-—he later received a measure of suc- 
cess as Emigration Agent. Colonel in the 
Union Army, Secretary of State in Minne- 
sota and Consul General to India. In Vasa 
the group of immigrants was called, “Matt- 
son’s Settlement”, amongst whom were 
Hans Mattson’s brother-in-law, Wiilard, 
who had been a schoolmaster in Sweden; 
SR + Peter Sjogren, Carl Roos, and Anders G. 

HANS MATTSON Kempe. Hans Mattson was a Christian 
man and, though not a preacher, did a re- 
markable job of “filling in”, leading in 

Bible studies and reading from the sermons of Dr. Martin Luther unto 
those who were hungry and thirsty to hear the Word of God. 


Pastor Sam Ronnegard, of Sweden, has written a book called: “I 
Roda Vingen’s Spar” (In the Indian Chief’s Footsteps), and he wrote in the 
forward of the book which is written about Hans Mattson, “The year 
1953 marks a hundred years since Hans Mattson brought a colony of 
people to Vasa, which is the most Swedish colony in America.” Yes. one 
hundred per cent Swedish at that time, but today one hundred years later 
many nationalities are represented in the congregation, though it is still 
predominantly Swedish. 


It was in 1855 that Eric Norelius first visited Goodhue County. He 
was interested in getting the Swedish inhabitants together, that they 
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might organize into cong- 
regations. He succeeded in 
getting about a hunndred 
people together on a Sat- 
urday evening, Sept. 1, 
1855 in the Presbyterian 
Church in Red Wing. This 
was the first Lutheran 
church service held in this 
city. On the next day he 
had another service with 
still larger attendance— 
that time it was agreed 
that they should meet on 
Monday eve, Sept- 3, to or- 
ganize a congregation. 
On Sunday, Sept. 2, a 
man by the name of Aug- 
ust Johnson came in from 
the “Mattson Settlement”’ 
to ask Pastor Norelius to 
visit that community. He 
went with Mr. Johnson, 
riding horseback on John- 
son’s horse. Arriving at 
Carl Carlsons, the neigh- 
bors were summoned to 
meet for a service the fol- 
lowing morning. Carl Car]- 
son’s home was located 
about half a mile northeast DR. ERIC NORELIUS 
of the present Vasa Luth- 
eran Church (on the present Paul Carlson farm.) There on Monday fore- 
noon a worship service was held, after which those present organized the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Vasa. The original minutes in Swedish are 
in photographic copy in this historical book, as well as a translation of same, 
so the readers are referred to them for the organizational details of that 
occasion. 


Eric Norelius was only twenty-one years of age, and some wonder- 
ed if he had not acted somewhat hastily in organizing a congregation on 
such short notice. He himself has written years later: “It must be ad- 
mitted, that materials for the establishment of a Christian congregation 
in these places were not, generally speaking, of the best kind and the time 
came when I regretted what was done; but I believe nevertheless that 
God had His hand in these matters, and that it was a good thing that these 
congregations (at Vasa and Red Wing) were organized with such material 
as was available. History shows that they have gradually been nurtured 
to become Christian congregations, and that God has honored the work 
carried on in these places.” Already Norelius’ Vision of a Victory was 
taking shape in a practical aspect. 


Members of the Vasa Congregation were not slow in the calling of a 
pastor, for it was on Sept. 30, 1855 that Eric Norelius was called to be the 
shepherd of the Flock at Vasa. He was called on a salary of two-hundred 
dollars for the year, with a hundred dollars to be in cash and one hundred 
dollars in provisions. He was not able to come until in May of 1856. He 
preached his first sermon on May 25, 1856. By November of that same 
year there were 101 communicant members and 84 children. 
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As Red Wing had united in the calling of Eric Norelius as pastor, 


they sought to find a place for him and his young bride to reside. 
It is related that a man named John Nilsson said to Pastor Norelius: “I 
guess you will have to move into my hog house for a while.” And this was 
said with genuine good intentions, for Nilsson had just built a little shack 
which was to be used for his pigs. but they had not yet moved in. How- 
ever, the pastor and his wife didn’t have to move into this shack, as a small 
room was found for them at one of the members, and there they stayed 
for two weeks after which they moved to “their farm” at Vasa. — 


Norelius had bought a claim of one hundred sixty acres for one 


hundred thirty dollars—on this place was a log cabin eight feet square, 
with a sod roof and the bare ground for floor. He built a small shanty 
as an addition to the cabin, and it was here that he and his wife lived 


and entertained some of the notables from the Augustana Church at large. 


ISITE OF DR ERIC NORELIUS FIRST 
HOME if AMERICA. 


THIS FIRST PIONEER LUTHERAD PASTOR . 
f © AND WIFE LIVED HERE 1856-58 


“SERVING RED WING VASA, CANNOT RIVER 

_f -ANe® SPRING. _CRROEN CONCRECATIONS.- {> 
LS DEDICATED. BY SPRING GARDEN — 

: WROTHERHCOD ~ 1952 225.2 


Note the following by Dr. Eric Norelius as found in “Vasa Ilus- 
trata’: ‘‘We moved into this dwelling-house before we had a floor, a roof, 
windows or doors, and we lay on wood shavings for a mattress (quite dif- 
ferent from our inner spring mattresses), until we could better ourselves. 
Soon we put on a roof, such as is was, for when it rained, the woven ma- 
terial (probably burlap) used for a roof, leaked, wherefore it was necess- 
ary on such rainy nights to hold an umbrella over us’. In spite of these 
conditions, we note that Norelius was happy that he could be of service 
to God, in God’s great kingdom work in the Vasa territory. He does how- 
ever mention that he feels sorry for his wife, because she is alone at home, 
while he goes visiting various places, such as Red Wing, Spring Garden, 
Cannon Falls, and even Stockholm, Wis. He was gone for days at a time, 
for his only means of transportation were his feet, (apostla hastarna). He 


Niet eS eS SN 
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——— — 
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FIRST CHURCH 


also mentions the fact that Indians occasionally were seen in the neigh- 
borhood but had never molested anyone. 
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The first church was built of home made logs, and served not only 
as a place of worship but as a schoolhouse. It is recorded in “A Church Is 
Planted”, that on Sunday, July 6, 1856—Across the prairie from the south 
there came a yoke of oxen pulling a wagonload of people. They were 
strangers to Eric Norelius, but he soon discovered who they were—pioneer 
families from the new settlement at Spring Garden. They had heard of 
Vasa, and having heard that a pastor had come, they determined to find 
the place. Now after driving with their oxen over hill and dale and many 
a roundabout way among trees and brush, at last they arrived. There 
were two children to be baptized—the Edstrom’s had one and the Wen- 
berg’s one. Having brought their children to be baptized and having at- 
tended Sunday Worship, they pleaded with the pastor to come and visit 
their settlement, which he did almost immediaiely. 


Pastor Norelius preached in this log church, located on the W. F. 
Peterson farm, one-half mile south of the present church, every other Sun- 
day—soon the novelty of church services in the wilderness wore off, and 
the people forgot the importance of gathering together on Sundays to 
worship the Triune God. Undismayed by pioneer laxity in religious 
affairs, Norelius set out to establish order and churchliness—-surely he 
was on God’s side and God would see him through. 


Pastor Norelius knew the inevitableness of death, and so a church 
cemetery was dedicated on November 9, 1856 (south of the present church). 
About a month later the first funeral took place for a Mrs. Anders 
Monson who froze to death out on the prairie on December 13th. This 
cemetery was used as a burying place for a number of years. Another 
cemetery was located on a knoll two miles north of White Rock. The first 
burial at that place was in 1859 and the last in 1932—this place was known 
as Grafbacken. 


Norelius was a firm believer in Christian education, thus a parochial 
cchool for children was started in November of 1856, the first term being 
ten weeks. Student J. Engberg was engaged as the first teacher at a 
salary of $35 a month—this amount to be raised by a fifty cent contribu- 
tion from each member of the church between the ages of twenty-one and 
fifty-five. This “poll-tax’’ was generally paid by bringing potatoes to the 
school house. The equipment of the school was very poor and limited. 
A member by the name of Nils Peterson took the job of furnishing benches 
and desks for $9.50. The building itself cost only $28. Though this was a 
humble beginning, it indicated a real desire for Christian education, which 
has continued to progress through the years. In later years the parochial 
school was held in the various school districts for a month or more—but 
in recent years Vacation Bible School has been held in the month of June 
at the Chapel with transportation provided by three busses. The first 
confirmation class consisted of two pupils, Anders and Maria Jonasson, 
son and daughter of Jonas Jonasson. Walking many miles from Cannon 
River to White Rock for instruction, they were confirmed in the fall of 
1856 by Dr. Eric Norelius. 


Jon Bergdahl was the first janitor named in 1857 at a stipulated 
salary of one collection, which would be very little because collections 
were small in these years—in fact the collection for this year was $3.15. 


In 1858 Pastor J. P. C. Boren became assistant to Pastor Eric 
Norelius. He had recently arrived from Sweden. His name was Johan 
Peter Carlson, but on the suggestion of a pastor in Illinois, he had added 
Boren to distinguish him from the many Carlsons found amongst the 
immigrants. It was during this year that an addition was made to the 
church so that it would accomodate at least fifty people—each family 
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was to bring a board for this addition, 
and if unable to supply a board, to give 
twenty-five cents in cash. 


It was in the year 1858 that Pastor 
Norelius and his assistant, Pastor Boren, 
made a trip to Chisago Lake, where the 
pastors and delegates were to meet to 
consider organizing into a conference. 
Here in this congregation, which was now 
seven years old, in a small frame church, 
on October 8, 1858. the Minnnesota Con- 
ference had its organizational meeting. 
Pastor J. P. C. Boren was elected presi- 
dent and Pastor Eric Norelius became 
secretary. The minutes of this meeting 
were printed in Norelius’ paper, the Min- 
nesota Posten. 


Vasa had many disagreements and 
much congregational strife before a de- 
cision was made as to a location for the second church which was built 
in 1862. Eighty acres of land were purchased from a Dr. Whitmore of 
Wabasha, Minnesota for $320 in gold. The congregation retained the west 
forty acres and sold the east forty acres for the same price as the eighty 
acres cost them. This church was a frame structure forty by twenty-six 
feet. 


An epochal event was the meeting of the Augustana Synod, held 
at Vasa in the year 1862, June 26-July 1. It was the third annual meeting 
of the Synod and the first one held in the State of Minnesota. Dr. Has- 
selquist was president and Pastor Jonas Swensson was secretary. Two 
men were ordained, both of them being of Norwegian descent. The Vasa 
congregation, though poor and with primitive homes. graciously served as 
hosts. Pastor Norelius in the Vasa Illustrata mentions this anecdote con- 
cerning one of the “more refined pastors”, who wasn’t used to pioneer 
conditions. ‘“‘He was given a place in one of the finest homes, and was 
given a bed in the attic—all went well until in the early morning, when 
the pastor raised his head and bumped his forehead into a ham hanging 
from the rafter. The pastor became provoked and asked for different 
sleeping quarters’. And Pastor Norelius adds: “The pioneers thought this 
was a great joke on the “gentleman preacher” for they thought it was 
wonderful that things had improved to the point where one could sit up 
in bed and get hit by a ham”. 


In the year 1859 a Psalmodikan was purchased with Nils Pehrson 
the first organist. The Psalmodikan was a one stringed instrument which 
must have been a little help for congregational singing as well as giving 
the right pitch for the pastor in singing the liturgy. 


At the first Julotta held in Vasa on Christmas day, 1861, a near fa- 
tality took place as related by Dr. Eric Norelius. In honor of the Christ- 
mas season Mrs. A. E. Bellin had made a crown of straw. decorated with 
chicken feathers which was hung in the low ceiling of the church. There 
were also a few lighted candles in this straw crown. Soon the straw 
crown caught fire, and with the crowded church it was difficult to put 
out the fire, but it was eventually accomplished, with no serious conse- 
quences. It is almost miraculous that no serious fires of any kind were 
reported because of lighted candles, of which hundreds were used in 
Christmas services of by-gone years. 
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Pastor Boren served from 1858 until the fall of 1861. He then serv- 
ed the Sabylund congregation at Stockholm, Wisc. He died in 1865 and 
was buried in the Vasa cemetery; his tombstone is the only one that has 
a Latin inscription, “Omne Bene” meaning “All is well”. He was the 
first pastor of the Augustana Synod who left the church militant for the 
Church triumphant. 


After Dr. Eric Norelius came back in 1861, the frame church was 
altogether too small to accomodate the growing congregation. A vision 
of a new and larger structure came unto the leader of the church, and so 
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SECOND CHURCH 


plans were initiated for the erection of anew Church. In 1865 the second 
church was moved to its present location where it was used as a school 
house and now is used as the Museum. 


This third church was erected in 1869, a monument to Dr. Eric 
Norelius’ leadership and the unselfish sacrifices of the pioneer members. 
It is of unique interest that the bricks (a total of 350,000) were made in a 
brick yard located just east of the parsonage. The parsonage was also 
built in 1869 of the same kind of brick. Dr. Norelius was delegated to 
take charge of all plans for the raising of funds for the building which was 
to be made of BRICK for the congregation had voted thus. We must thank 
God for the VISION of these pioneers, for the church was so well built 
that even after eighty-six years the bricks are as good as new. The total 
cost of the building was $31,065.22 with donations from various individ- 
uals and families ranging from $100 to $400. A sum of $4,000 was borrow- 
ed from four farmers who offered to mortgage their farms to raise the 
money, namely: P. O. Tilderquist, Sven Olson, Sven P. Peterson and An- 
drew P. Johnson. This third church was dedicated on September 11, 1870. 


At a congregational meeting held in May of 1869, it was decided 
that the communicant fees were to be six dollars for men and four dollars 
for women. The pastor’s salary was set at twelve hundred dollars per 
year with an offering taken for him at Christmas and Easter. 
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THIRD CHURCH 


On January 1, 1874 a resolution was offered and passed that seven 
hundred dollars should be raised to pay for a bell for the church. The 
people received this enthusiastically and the job was completed. It was 
also in this same year that a cistern was built to the north of the church, 
the tower repaired, a floor installed and steps built to the tower. 


In 1875 three dozen chairs were purchased as well as a rug for the 
church and a fence was built around the church yard. 


These were depression times, so financially the members were al- 
most without means—the board of administration had decreed that each 
member was expected to give one bushel of wheat for every hundred 
bushels raised, and if no wheat was raised, then money equivalent to a 
bushel was asked. Here was really the beginning of proportionate giving 
in the Vasa congregation, though the proportion was hardly Scriptural 
according to Malachi 3: 8-10. But according to board decision a little 
later on, the communicant members were divided into three classes: the 
Free-holders (those who owned land), the Renters and the Strollers, or 
Roamers, which may or may not have been such a good policy, for no record 
is given on how it worked out. 


The members of the congregation, at least a number of them, were 
interested in having Mission meetings, which were held in the various 
homes in each district, with offerings received and given to mission- 
ary endeavors. We might mention here that there were (and still are to- 
day) eight districts in the Vasa congregation, namely: Church District 
(Kyrko Rote), White Rock (Vita Sten), North (Norbotten), West (Vaster 
Botten), Spring Creek, Gota, Skane and Smaland. It is handy to have 
these districts for Parish Evangelism work as well as Stewardship. 


In 1875 the Augustana Synod again had its annual meeting at 
Vasa—although most of the transportation was by lumber wagons there 
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were a couple of farmers who had succeeded in this self-same year to buy 
spring buggies, which were to be compared in our day to those that drive 
expensive automobiles. Undoubtedly the delegation was favorably im- 
pressed to see the progress attained in the Vasa community. 


Pastor P. J. Sward was called as vice-pastor July 29,1877. Schools 
were now improved to a great extent, with P. T. Lindholm as teacher, of 
whom it is said: “He was outstanding”. He taught both Christianity and 
music. A Church library was organized and members were allowed to 
take out books free of charge to encourage individuals to read a little bit 


more. 


It was in the year 1879, just ten years after the building of the large 
brick church, that a cyclone struck and devastated the Vasa area. There 
were eleven killed and many injured—the roof of the Vasa parsonage was 
blown off but the church escaped with but minor damage. The Orphans’ 
Home was also blown down entirely. 


A permanent call was extended Pas- 
tor P. J. Sward in 1879 to become pastor 
of the Vasa congregation—He continued 
to lead the congregation to new spiritual 
heights in a most remarkable way. He 
had a most unusual way of presenting the 
truths of God’s Word, so that people were 
inclined to accept and receive of God’s 
grace and goodness. It was during his 
pastoral leadership that the first pipe or- 
gan was purchased at a cost of $540.00. 
Dr. Sward, being an implicit follower of 
the great teacher, Martin Luther, arrange 
for a festive celebration of the 490th anni- 
versary of the birth of Martin Luther, in 
November of 1883. 


After Pastor P. J. Sward left in 1886, 
Dr. Eric Norelius came back for a couple 


f 


DR. AND MRS. J. P. SWARD 


of years, until Dr. J. Fremling was called 
in 1889. During his years of service the 
Sunday School was firmly established and 
sessions were held in the various school 
districts on Sunday afternoons. A. Dahlin 
was resident school teacher for the Vasa 
congregation for several years and also 
served as organist for he was a very fine 
musician. Mr. Lind, who was later to be- 
come governor of the state of Minnesota, 
also was a school teacher in the Vasa con- 
gregation. The congregation had grown 
to a point where there were 1102 mem- 
bers, including the children, undoubtedly 
the largest membership that Vasa had en- 
joyed through the years. This made the 

wi of Vasa congregation the second largest 
DR. AND MRS. J. FREMLING membership in the Minnesota Conference. 


z 
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In 1892 a motion was made that families sit together in church— 
heretofore the men sat on one side and the women on the other. Church 
benches or pews were purchased in 1892 at a cost of $726.40. The old 
benches were auctioned off but one was given to Dr. Eric Norelius, one to 
Pastor Fremling and six to the Vasa Town Hall (some of which are still 
in use). 


Special preparations were made for the Minnesota Conference 
meeting at Vasa in 1894. New glass was installed in the windows of the 
church and for $918.56 a new parsonage kitchen was built. 


Vasa had many festive gatherings, including a Reformation Day 
Festival when thanksgiving to God was given for a newly renovated 
church. 


Pastor Fremling, being conference president, spent many weeks 
in Canada on the Mission Field there. 


The Orphan’s Home burned in January, 1899. The conference sent 
condolences and a resolution of thanks to the congregational members of 
Vasa who had cared for the orphans in their homes following the fire. 


Trees were planted around the church and school to beautify the 
landscape. In 1898 the stone wall was extended and a side walk was laid 


from the church door to the stone wall. 


Again we have a change in pastorates, and during the next five 
years, 1901-1906, Dr. Eric Norelius becomes pastor with Pastor C. O. Lin- 
dell as assistant. 


In 1904 a new floor was laid in the church at a cost of $299.95 and 
a steel ceiling was installed for $450. This same ceiling served well all these 
years but the corrugated metal was taken off the front wall and the altar 
ceiling in 1954 so that a more artistic paint job could be accomplished. 


The 50th anniversary of the founding of the Vasa congregation 
was celebrated on June 23-24, 1905 and it seemed but natural that Dr. Eric 
Norelius, who had been instrumental in its organization in 1855. should 
be the pastor at this time—He spent a great deal of time preparing for 
this celebration, but the work which stands out in monumental importance 
was the publication of the book ‘‘Vasa Illustrata’’ which graces the homes 
of many of the members and friends of Vasa to this day. For this occasion 
Dr. and Mrs. Norelius gave a large wooden gold leafed cross to be placed 


on the altar. 


It was in the year 1903 that the pavilion was built to the east of the 
chapel, only a few rods from the museum. If the pavilion could speak, it 
would tell of outstanding leaders in church and state that have brought 
messages of various kinds at festive occasions, especially at mid-summer 
get-togethers. Then it would speak of the various bands and choirs that 
have brought messages in song and it will continue to be used for outdoor 
services for special occasions. An outdoor pageant will be staged this 
August 31st, depicting some of the historical events of note in the Century 
of Progress of the Vasa congregation. 


Pastor Bernard Modin assumed the leadership of the congregation 
in the year 1906. Another pipe organ to replace the first one was pur- 
chased at a cost of $2,300. The pastor’s wife served as organist and choir 
director during these years. In September, 1908 Dr. Amandus Johnson 
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from Pennsylvania lectured at Vasa on 
the topic: ‘‘“SSwedes in America from 1001- 
1864. Midsummer day was observed as 
always and in 1913 Gov. Adolph O. Eber- 
hart gave the address. A Young Peoples’ 
Society was organized in February, 1913; 
before this time a society known as the 
Organ Society was active. 


During Pastor Modin’s ministry it 
was the custom of the ladies of the con- 
gregation to spend a day at the Orphan’s 
Home and a day at the parsonage making 
cheese-—this was usually in the fall of the 
year—they made this a real ‘‘Cheese Bee”’ 
with fine sociability together—everyone 
brought something for a pot-luck dinner 
which everyone enjoyed. 


Someone has said concerning Pastor 
Modin’s ministry, that it was sure to 


bear fruit, because he was so very sin- REV. BERNHARD MODIN 
cere in the preaching of God’s Holy Word, 

perhaps stressing the law almost to extreme at times. But each pastor 
has certain strong traits in his personality and methods of presenting the 
message of God’s Holy Word and to each should be given due econmium 
and praise. 


E. A. Lindgren was called as pastor 
in 1914. It was during his ministry in 
Vasa that a great change was taking place 
as to the preached Word, for now English 
services were being conducted on special 
occasions, and many evening services 
were held in both the Swedish and the 
English languages. Naturally there was 
quite a bit of discussion concerning this, 
but all problems were settled in a Chris- 
tian way, based on Christian love. 


A Jubilee Choir was organized for the 
60th anniversary, in which fifty-two mem- 
bers took part, who also sang at the instal- 
lation services for Pastor E. A. Lindgren. 
The Young People’s Society was changed 
to the Luther League in 1915; on August 
6, 1915 the Gleaners’ Society was organ- 
ized. In 1916 the common cup for com- 

att ae munion was replaced with the individual 
REV. E. A. LINDGREN communion set. 


On the 15th of March, 1916 Dr. Eric Norelius, beloved pastor and 
friend of Vasa, passed on to the church triumphant—There were thirty 
ministers present at his memorial service, with over 1200 people in at- 
tendance. Due tribute was given to this man of VISION, who had won 
sO many victories in the Christian work of the Church at large—but vic- 
tories by the Grace and Power of God. Yes, Vasa Church is ever reminded 
of his sacrificial and faithful service during those thirty years that he was 
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pastor of the congregation and would, in this Centennial year, give thanks 
to God for all he did in leading the congregation to VICTORY IN CHRIST. 


The Woman’s Missionary Society was organized on July 19, 1919— 
Fifty-six ladies became charter members, and in 1920 a Junior Mission 
band was formed, now known as the Junior Missionary Society. In 1919 
a permanent organization for the cemetery was formed. A perpetual care 
fund and flower fund were created. 


In 1918 a windmill was erected at the parsonage. This windmill 
is still in operation to pump water for the water tower, which supplies 
water for the parsonage, chapel and custodian’s house. 


Pastor Lindgren, who is now pastor at Grassflat, Pennsylvania, 
writes in a letter of March 8, 1955: ‘The Vasa Church has a special 
meaning to me. My father came to Vasa from Sweden in 1869 when 
the present church was being built and he was along the day it was 
dedicated. He made his home with Carl Bloom’s family in the Gota 
District until he bought a farm in Welch in 1874. I do not know if 
he was a member of the church during those years. My mother and her 
brother, Peter, were confirmed in the Vasa Church by Dr. Eric Norelius 
in 1874. I have it that her family joined the church at the same time and 
remained members until they joined the Welch church in 1876. The 
assistant pastor, A. Anderson, baptized me. I have also had relatives in 
the church since the early days. The greatest meaning the Vasa Church 
has to me is in the privilege I and Mrs. Lindgren had in serving the mem- 
bership through the blessed means of Grace unto salvation through Jesus 
Christ; I as pastor and she as organist and choir director.” 


Pastor A. G. Benson was called in 
1922 to be the leader of the congregation. 


During these years there was a more 
definite transition from the Swedish to the 
English language, in both sermons and con- 
firmation instruction. 


A Sewing Society, later known as the 
Ladies’ Aid, was organized on May 7, 
1923. This group merged with the Glean- 
ers’ Society in 1945. 


Dr. Frank Nelson, president of the 
Minnesota College in Minneapolis snoke at 
the Midsummer Festival of 1923, and Bish- 
op Nathan Soderblom of Sweden had Vasa 
on his itinerary while visiting America. 
The church was completely redecorated 
for the 70th anniversary of its founding, 

: which was held on June 14, 1925. At this 
REV. ARTHUR G. BENSON time the Norelius Monument was un- 
veiled. The monument was given by 
the Swedish Americans of Minnesota Conference and Synod. An histor- 
ical bulletin was published to commemorate this occasion. 


A significant motion was made at one of the congregational meet- 
ings that women be granted permission to speak at the meetings, and a 
petition was made to Minnesota Conference on this matter. Whether or 
not the Conference acted on this petition favorably is not told, but of one 
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thing we are sure, some thought was given to this question, for we have 
full woman’s suffrage at conference meetings in our day. 


The year 1926 was a memorable year for the Vasa congregation in 
that Crown Prince Gustaf Adolph and Crown Princess Louise of Sweden 
visited Vasa. The Crown Prince placed a wreath on the grave of Dr. Eric 
Norelius and they autographed the altar bible. The Vasa congregation 
presented the Royal couple with a silver vase bearing the following in- 
scription: “To His Royal Highness Gustaf Adolph and Princess Louise in 
memory of their visit to Vasa, Minnesota, on June 28, 1926 from the Vasa 
Evangelical Lutheran Church.” 


The Woman’s Missionary Conference Convention was also held in 
1926. The Orphan’s Home was moved to the present site in Burnside, 
and His Royal Highness, Crown Prince Gustaf Adolph, laid the corner- 
stone for the building. Much could be said concerning the animated dis- 
cussions that were held concerning the move from the Vasa location to the 
present site, but it is best to let by-gones be by-gones, as the matter was 
settled amicably and the work has continued on by the grace of God. 


Dr. J. E. Oslund was elected pastor of 
the congregation in 1927 and continued in 
active service until the spring of 1949 
It was this same year (1927) that the ladies 
were given the right to vote at church 
meetings. Woman suffrage in the church 
was slow in taking shape, but it did event- 
ually materialize. 


The project of great significance in 
the life of Dr. Oslund, as well as the con- 
gregation, was consummated in 1928 when 
the Chapel or Parish Education Unit was 
built. It was a project of the Gleaners’ 
Society, the Sewing Society and the Luth- 
er League, given official sanction by the 
congregation to go ahead. The Vasa Twin 
City Club gave $1000 to help. The cor- 
nerstone was laid in September, 1929. It 
is a two story building with the second 
floor used for organizational meetings and 
Sunday School classes and the first floor cae 
for dining room, kitchen, lavatories and DR. JNO. E. OSLUND 
heating plant. 


The 75th Anniversary celebration was held on June 22, 1930, when 
the Governor of Minnesota, Theo. Christianson, was the speaker. Relics 
and antiques were collected at this time to be placed in the second church, 
now called the museum. 


In 1930 joint birthday anniversaries were celebrated quarterly by 
the waole congregation on Sunday afternoons. In this same year the 
congregation placed a monument on Pastor Modin’s grave. 


The storage tank was built in 1931 and is still in use providing 
water for the church property. 


On October 27, 1933 the 100th anniversary of the birth of Dr. Eric 
Norelius was commemorated. Speakers at the memorial service were: 
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Dr. P. A. Mattson, Dr. O. J. Johnson, president of Gustavus Adolphus Col- 
lege, along with the pastors of the Goodhue District. 


Because the horse barns on the church property were no longer 
needed they were razed in 1935. Showing Vasa’s cooperation, a crew of 
100 men accomplished this project and were served dinner in the chapel 
by the women of the church. This area was later leveled for a skating rink 
and a ball park which is enjoyed by young and old. 


On September 8, 1935, the 80th anniversary of the Church was 
celebrated. Again antiques and relics were collected for display in the 
museum. Speakers were Dr. Emil Swenson, E. A. Lindgren, and Dr. 
Gustav Andreen. 


For many years it was the custom to give special recognition to 
mothers on Mother’s Day by giving every mother a plant. 


Confirmation robes were used for the first time in 1936 when the 
ladies of the church took it upon themselves to make them; incidentally 
some of these robes are still in use. 


In 1937 electric lights were installed in the chapel and parsonage 
and a year later in the church. A pipe organ motor and blower were in- 
stalled—previous to this time the pipe-organ was pumped by hand, this 
usually being the work of the sexton. 


The 85th anniversary celebration was held on June 24, 1940 when 
Dr. P. O. Bersell, synodical president spoke. Also speaking were Dr. Emil 
Swenson, conference president, and Rev. J. Edward Oslund, a native son. 
The church, in preparation for this festivity, was decorated and the chapel 


and parsonage repaired and painted. 


In 1940 bibles were given to the children when they began their. 
confirmation instruction instead of on the day of confirmation—this cus- 
tom of giving bibles to the confirmands by the congregation is of 
long standing, with no record of its beginning. 


Dr. Oslund believed that it was beneficial to have special services, 
stressing the evangelical message. Such services conducted by Pastor 
Evald Conrad, Dr. Samuel Miller, Pastor H. G. Randolph and other pastors 
were introduced in 1941. At these gatherings many received a VISION 
of Christ which influenced them to such a degree that lives were changed 
and victory became theirs. Yes, it is good to have outside evangelistic 
speakers to re-emphasize the Biblical truths that the pastors of the con- 
gregation are daily presenting for several years. 


Tower chimes were installed in the church in 1944 and were in 
readiness for the celebration of the 90th anniversary. An illuminated 
cross was given by Dr. Oslund and family in memory of their daughter, 
Lillian. A small booklet was published giving a brief history of the church 
since 1905. Speakers at this anniversary program were: Pastor A. G. 
Benson, Pastor Wm. Hyllengren, Dr. Emil Swenson and Dr. Paul A. 
Andreen. VE and VJ days were commemorated by prayer services! 


A much-needed improvement to the church came in 1946 when a 
new heating plant was installed, taking the place of the old wood burning 
furnace which had served so well for so many years. Mr. Adolph Hyllen- 
gren, sexton for some forty years, recalls the fact that it took nearly a cord 
of wood to heat the church on a cold wintry Sunday—yes, what a lot of 
work compared to the fuel-oil burning system! 
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After Dr. John E. Oslund’s retirement in 1949, pastor Carl O. Swan 
became the interim pastor, and it was during his short term that the con- 
gregation decided to completely renovate the old parsonage (built in 1869). 
A new addition was built to the north which consists of a beautiful kitchen 
as well as a double garage. 


A call was extended to Rev. H. Lester Peterson to become pastor 
of the congregation, which call was accepted. and he arrived in the field 
December 30, 1949, having spent the first seven years of ministry at 
Odebolt-Kiron, Iowa. 


Zion Lutheran Church of Goodhue 
had been served by the Vasa pastor up 
until the present pastorate. At a duly 
called meeting the Zion members voted 
to have Zion Lutheran merge with the 
Vasa Lutheran Congregation with a stip- 
ulation that the Board of Trustees of Vasa 
see that the Church and cemetery be kept 
intact and taken care of. The Minnesota 
Conference executive committee voted to 
allow Zion Church to keep its forty acres 
to provide an income to care for the church 


property. 


In that parking space was at a prem- 
ium, a parking lot was laid out to the 
south of the church. The Friendship Cir- 
cle, consisting of young married couples, 
was organized on April 11, 1950. The 
Brotherhood was reorganized in 1950 and 

Sewing Circles (nine of them), one for 
PASTOR each district and one in the city of Red 

H. LESTER PETERSON Wing, were initiated. They sew various 
articles that are sent to those in need both at home and abroad. 


In 1951 the old porch to the south on the parsonage was removed 
and a new vestibule built with all of the work donated by the men of the 
congregation. 


Other new improvements and replacements made in 1951 were— 
a pulpit platform given by the congregataion in memory of Dr. Jno. E. 
Oslund who passed away in 1950, an Allen organ, a cross and candelabra 
on the altar, pulpit and altar paraments, stained glass windows in the 
chancel, doors to the south, east and west, choir pews and choir railing. 
All of these were In Memoriams totaling almost $16,000. 


Parish education has been emphasized to a certain extent through 
all the years of Vasa’s history, as has already been noted. Since 1950 
Vacation Bible School has been held for two weeks in June, with very 
fine cooperation by the parents. Buses have been engaged to bring the 
children with a nominal transportation charge paid by the parents of 
the children. In 1955 there were 143 enrolled in the school. A parish 
Evangelism committee has been selected, whose task is to visit every 
home of the parish, bringing a Christian testimony by word of mouth as 
well as by literature. Week-day bible studies are conducted that members 
might avail themselves of the opportunity to grow more familiar with 
God’s Holy Word. 
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In preparation for this One Hundredth Anniversary Celebration, 
the Church has been completely renovated and redecorated. A new tile 
floor, maroon colored rugs, new pews with only two rows of pews instead 
of the original four rows, and new stained glass windows throughout the 
whole church have been installed (the latter given as in-memoriams). 
A Lester grand piano and Tower record player were given as gifts to the 
church. The outside of the church was repointed for the first time since 
the church was built in 1869: the steeple was painted and the Cross re- 
done. 


Improvements made during these last few years in preparation for 
this Hundredth Anniversary have totaled almost $60,000—-which of 
course includes all of the In Memoriam gifts to the church. 


The Vasa congregation. with a vision from the very first of ‘“Help- 
ing Others” has voted to become a “Mother” of a mission. Plans are now 
in the making to help St. Michael’s Evangelical Lutheran Church of St. 
Paul, Minnesota with a loan on Vasa’s collateral of $10,000. 


In stewardship of means it might be noted that in this centennial 
year, Vasa has voted to use the Envelope System, to replace the old Per 
Communicant system which had been used up to this time. First re- 
ports are very encouraging, with the giving having gone up considerably. 
If people learn to give as the Lord prospers them, there will be no lack of 
funds for the work of God’s kingdom. 


Only a brief history has been penned—touching a few of the high- 
lights of yesteryears. What blessings God has wrought in the hearts and 
souls of the members of the Vasa congregation could not be measured and 
tallied, for they are mostly spiritual, and only the All-Knowing God can 
truly judge—but we are assured that ‘“His Word does not return void,” 
and we can believe that souls have been saved, strengthened and made 
meet for the Master’s use. And may the VISION of the Saviour, Jesus 
Christ, give Vasa Victories in the years to come, yes, even “UNTIL JESUS 
COMES.” 


Following have served as regular pastors of the Vasa congregation: 


Dr. Eric Norelius 1855-1858; 1861-1869; 1869-1879; 1886-1888; 1901-1906; 
1914-1915. 

Pastor P. J. Sward 1879-1886 

Dr. J. Fremling 1889-1901 

Pastor Bernhard Modin 1906-1914 

Pastor Edward A. Lindgren 1915-1921 

Pastor Arthur G. Benson 1922-1926 

Dr. Jno E. Oslund 1927-1949 

Pastor H. Lester Peterson 1950- 


Assistant Pastors 


Pastor J. P.C. Boren 1858-1861 
Pastor P. A. Cederstam 1863 
Pastor J. Magny 1870-1871 
Pastor A. Anderson 1872-1877 
Pastor P. J.Sward 1878 

Pastor C. O. Lindell 1901-1905 
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History of the Vasa Children’s Home 


Translated by Mrs. Dennis M. Lundell 


The Vasa Children’s Home is the oldest Home in Minnesota and the 
Augustana Lutheran Church. It dates back to 1865. In the fall of 1865 
Eric Norelius, pioneer pastor, living in Red Wing, visited St. Paul. 
Friends told him of a family, Mikola Erik Erickson, who had come to St. 
Paul from Sweden. Shortiy after their arrival Mr. and Mrs. Erickson be- 
came ill and both died, leaving four children. Pastor Norelius was asked 
if he could do something for them and relates that it was as though a voice 
had told him, “Take them with you home.” He did. The following Sun- 
day he took them along to services which were conducted in the Goodhue 
County Court House, Red Wing. He told his congregation of the case. 
An offering was immediately taken to help defray expenses for the care 
of the children. The next thing was to find a matron and a home for the 
children. 

They were cared for in the basement of the Vasa Church under the 
supervision of Mrs. Britta Nelson, a Christian school teacher from Stock- 
holm, Wisconsin. 

Mrs. Nelson related that poverty dwelt in their midst. At times 
they lacked both food and clothing. Being in these straightened circum- 
stances caused both the matron and the children to depend upon God’s 
help. She relates that in the middle of winter one year both flour and 
bread were at an end. “Then I told the children that they must pray 
fervently or we would have to go out and beg. The children fell upon 
their knees several times a day. Each time when they arose they sang 
with such enthusiasm until I almost laughed at them. Evening came and 
we had only one loaf of bread left. The children fell asleep and forgot 
all about the worries. I sat up and mended their clothes. At about 11 
o’clock there was a knock on the door and a man shouted, “Open the door 
and you will receive a sack of flour because [ am of the opinion that you 
are out of flour.” I opened and the flour was emptied into the flour bar- 
rel, which became nearly fiiled. When the children came downstairs 
the next morning they discovered that the flour barrel was filled. 
Seeing this and thinking of the several prayers offered they shouted, “‘God 
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has been here and given us flour.”’ They firmly believed that such was 
the case.” 


Mrs. Britta Nelson served as matron for four years, from 1865 to 
1869. She was succeeded by Miss Caroline Magny. At this time a small 
home was built. In this home Miss Magny worked. Dr. Norelius, speak- 
ing of this Home, said, “There you see the first orphanage building, a 
simple hut, yet warm.” Dr. Norelius had succeeded in buying 10 acres 
of land for $150. It was on this tract that the first and succeeding homes 
were erected. 


For eleven years Dr. Norelius conducted the orphanage himself. 
As the work developed he found it impossible to carry the responsibility 
and therefore offered the institution to the Minnesota Conference at 
its convention in 1876. The Conference accepted the offer and continued 
the work in Vasa until 1926. From time to time additional tracts of land 
were purchased until the Home had a farm of 245 acres. 


THE SECOND ORPHAN’S HOME 


In 1879 at midnight between July 2nd and 3rd, a terrific cvclone 
destroyed the Home, sweeping it completely away. Five children died 
as a result of the storm, three of them being killed outright. Two little 
infants, in the midst of it all, were found in their cribs in the wreckage 
perfectly safe. The Conference immediately raised funds and constructed 
anew home. This third Home was destroyed by fire on January 16, 1899. 
A small, feeble minded boy had been playing with matches in one of the 
clothes closets and some clothing caught fire. The house was totally 
destroyed. A fourth and larger structure was immediately erected. 


Mr. J. A. Hultgren and wife served as superintendent and matron 
from 1880 to 1888 and again from 1895 to 1905. At this time between 
70 and 80 children were cared for at the Home. Mr. and Mrs. Lewis 
Mellin filled the positions of superintendent and matron from 1888 to 1895. 
Others who have served as superintendent and matron are: Mr. and Mrs. 
J. E. Hedberg, Mr. and Mrs. C. G. Lind, Mr. and Mrs. O. C. Herbert, 
Mr. and Mrs. Philip Johnson, Miss Wilhelmina Holmberg, Mrs. Hilda 
Nelson, Miss Lydia Becklund, Mrs. Anna L. Johnson and the present 
resident director, Miss Luella Hammerberg. From 1924 to 1951 Dr. L. B. 
Benson served in the capacity of general superintendent of the Home. 
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THE THIRD ORPHAN’S HOME 


School has been maintained at the Home since its early history. 
Among the earlier teachers may be mentioned J. T. Lindholm, J. A. 
Dahlin, Miss Hilma Hultgren and Miss Mathilda Brinteson. In 1910 
Miss Hortense Bodelson, now Mrs. Dennis M. Lundell, served as prin- 
cipal of the school for 16 years teaching the 5th, 6th, 7th and 8th grades. 
A new school building was erected and a semi-graded school established. 
Those who served as primary teachers having charge of grades 1, 2, 3 and 4 
were: Mabel Johnson Anderson, Edith Miller Peterson, Eleda Swanson 
Johnson, Florence Berg, Esther Olson Berg, Esther Bodin Anderson, Ellen 
Carlson Erickson and Clara Olson Chellberg. During the summer Bible 
School was conducted for two months. When the Home moved to Burn- 
side in 1926, the children attended the Burnside Consolidated School. 


The children attended services at the Vasa Lutheran Church only 
a short distance from the Home. Morning and evening devotions were con- 
ducted regularly and the children were taught the Christian way of life. 


oo ” > es net 
THE FOURTH ORPHAN’S HOME 


For several weeks during the summer months of 1920 and 1921, 
twenty children, ten girls and ten boys, were taken on a program tour 
through several districts of the Minnesota Conference. They were ac- 
companied by the pastor of the Vasa Church, Rev. E. A. Lindgren, the 
superintendent of the Home, Mr. O. C. Herbert, and the two teachers, 
Miss Esther Olson and Miss Hortense Bodelson. Traveling was done 
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in a Ford truck. The children gave programs of sacred songs and reci- 
tations in approximately one hundred churches throughout the Con- 
ference. Donations received were to be used for the erection of a new 
building for the children at the Home. The children and personnel were 
received with much kindness and generosity in all congregations visited. 

For several years agitation was carried on to move the Children’s 
Home from Vasa to Red Wing or the Twin Cities. A committee was 
elected by the Minnesota Conference to investigate the proposition. 
Christmas Eve, 1923, Prof. and Mrs. A. P. Anderson of Burnside offered 
to donate one half of their 800 acre farm with all buildings thereon for 
a new site for the Home. This offer was accepted, and the Home retained 
in this locality of the Conference. This tract of land lies about six miles 
northeast of Vasa. 
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THE FIFTH ORPHAN’S HOME 


In 1926 the present structure housing 50 children and personnel 
was erected on this new location. The building is fireproof with all 
modern facilities. April 21, 1926, Dr. C. J. Sodergren, then vice-president 
of the Conference, conducted religious ceremonies at the ground breaking 
of the new home. The cornerstone was laid by Crown Prince Gustaf 
Adolph of Sweden. Thousands of people attended this auspicious occasion. 
In the presence of a large gathering, the Home was officialy opened for 
the children October 16, 1926. 

More than a thousand children have been cared for at the Vasa 
Home. These children are found in various walks of life. Among them 
are business men, lawyers, pharmacists, soldiers, sailors, farmers, stenog- 
raphers, teachers and pastors. 

God has richly blessed the work of the Home both materia!ly and 
spiritually. May the spiritual truths taught the children bear fruit to 
eternal life. 

Since September, 1954, the Home has cared for mentally retarded 
children. It continues to be supervised by the Board of Christian Service. 

Mr. Morton Bjorkquist is the present superintendent of services to 
children and aged. The pastor of the Vasa Lutheran Church is chairman 
of the board of the Vasa Home. 
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The Museum 


(Excerpts from an article by Magdaline Anderson, written 
for the Swedish American Monthly and used by permission.) 


4M f 


On Sunday mornings, nearly a century ago, the countryside at Vasa, 
Minnesota rang with the sounds of Swedish settlers grinding their way to 
church in ox-drawn skrikkarror (screech wagons). Moving on wheels 
made of oak tree sections pegged to axles, they produced a memorable 
noise, especially in dry weather. Visitors to the handsome Vasa Lutheran 
Church today can see a carved miniature of the skrikk-karror, complete 
with the patient wooden ox team, in its museum of pioneer relics. Highly 
regarded by curators, the collection is permanently housed in the old 
frame church on the grounds (the second church). 


The story of the settlement on Swede Prairie can be found here 
among such miscellany as the decorated chest from Sweden, the hand- 
hewn scythe, sausage stuffers made from cattle horns and the tall silk 
hat that Dr. Eric Norelius wore to church and town. 


In Sweden during the 1850’s, stout trunks, like the one of black 
walnut, dated 1723, which carried the belongings of Lars Nelson, were 
packed and roped for the long sea voyage. Immigrants came west by rail 
and up the Mississippi by steamboat to Red Wing, then little more than 
an Indian village in Minnesota Territory. From there they walked or 
jolted in springless wagons the 12 miles to Vasa. Out of their chests and 
bundles came the practical iron-stone dishes, the wooden sill Tallrik 
(herring platter), homespun linens and assorted treasures. One traveler 
took with him a heavy cannon ball and another his blue gentleman’s 
waistcoat with fine silver buttons. The garment hangs from a straight- 
forward long clothesrack with peg hooks. 


Some of the choicest pieces in the Vasa display are the homemade 
implements used in log cabin housekeeping and wilderness farming. 
Homesteaders made the wooden flail, corn pianter, hay fork, carpenter’s 
tools and machine for making rope. For the housewife they whittled 
the shovel-sized flour scoop, waffle iron, cattle horn spoons, bread trough 
and tied peeled twigs together to form the visp, or Swedish beater. 


Other home furnishings in the museum include the stiff-back spool 
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sofa, unique wheeled cradle woven of wood strips, the churn, a great 
black iron kettle, candle lantern and candle mold and ceramic mortar and 
pestle for crushing spices. In the distaff corner are a hackle, a yarn skein- 
er and a spinning wheel. Handy to have around the house, too, were the 
stofvelknekt (boot jack), toothed carpet stretcher and charcoal-heated 
pressing iron with a vent for smoke. 


Folded among beadwork and homespun is the wedding bedspread 
of Mrs. Norelius. If the young cleric’s wife used it on the first evening 
in her home in “Jamtland’’, it covered a mattress stuffed with fresh cut 


grass into which her husband had unknowingly scooped up a small snake. 


Among the pictures of Swedish royalty, pastors and synod leaders 
stacked under the lid of an old fashioned desk is that of bearded John 
Wicky, who made the 350,000 bricks for the church and parsonage. 


On Christmas eve and at the Julotta hundreds of candles in the 
church gleamed out upon the snowy hillside. Hanging among the kero- 
sene light fixtures in the old church are several candle-holding chande- 
liers and the triangles which illuminated each window. 


Even Loddare-Petter (Tinker Pete) whose impish pointed shoes 
rest on a ledge, decorated his hut for the yuletide. In his one window 
he set a tallow candle flanked by a bottle of wine and a red apple. The 
sprightliest character in Vasa lore, this mellow-hearted mender of pots 
and pans had the misfortune one day to drink from the wrong bottle. 
The workshop acid, though hastily spat out, silenced the fabulous tongue 
for a few days. 


A big stone axe is a reminder that this territory was marked by 
redmen’s trails. Their fires sometimes could be seen on the bluffs and 
their canoes moored in the river. They frequently spent whole days 
around the huge white sandstone rock, Waukon, offering gifts to the 
Great Spirit. 


The less rugged character of the community is reflected in the 
luxury items preserved—the reed organ, the kerosene lamps, mustache 
cups and books from the typical parlor library heavy with theological 
writings. 


It was about twenty-five years ago that the members of the Vasa 
congregation collected these relics from the attics, barns and curio shelves 
of the settlers’ descendents as a record of the old days. It seems appro- 
priate that these mementoes are kept in the small former church since 
the house of worship was the heart of the pioneer Swedish community. 
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PASTOR PETERSON IN THE PULPIT 
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The motto chosen by the Ordinandi of 1942, of which your present 
pastor of Vasa was a member, was namely: “For we preach not ourselves, 
but Jesus Christ as Lord,” II Corinthians 4: 5. From the evangelical 
viewpoint the purpose of preaching is to “present Jesus Christ as Saviour 
and Lord” in the power of the Holy Spirit. For this reason the subject of 
all Christian preaching is “the Law and the Gospel’. For the purpose of 
the law is to “train people to be decent and orderly, to show them that they 
are sinners, so that they may repent and turn to Christ, and to serve as 
the rule of life for Christians.” The purpose of the Gospel is to bring 
salvation unto everyone that will believe in Jesus Christ as Redeemer of 
their souls, and thereby bring peace and joy and hope into their lives, 
which in turn constrains them to go forth in His blessed service. 


The Church of Christ in its divine origin, in its present power for 
good and for its eternal destiny, far surpasses the dignity and significance 
of any other society, organization, or movement known to man. The 
Church,which is the Communion of Saints, is found wheresoever the Word 
of God is preached and the Sacraments are administered according to the 
Word of God. The work of the church comes under the head of missions, 
and the Church’s ONLY task in the world is to carry on the Missionary 
enterprise. Wherever this is done, among the people who live in the 
neighborhood of the church, among the transient populations of the great 
cities, or in the tropical jungles of Africa, it is the same work, the same 
preaching of the Gospel, the same establishing and strengthening of the 
Church. No church, whether a local congregation or a larger body, exists 
for itself alone. It must join in the great enterprise to carry the good news 
to all men wherever they may be. The Lord has given only ONE TASK 
to the church, ‘‘To preach the GOSPEL to every creature’”’. 
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The Sacrament of Baptism 


“Baptism, as the Lutheran Church believes, is a sacramental 
action, divinely instituted, by which sinful men, actually born and living, 
without distinction of sex or age, are washed in water in the name of the 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, that by washing of water, divine grace 
promised in the Gospel, may be applied, conferred upon, and sealed to 
them.” 


In baptism God enters into a covenant relationship with man and 
receives his into the kingdom of grace. Our Lord Jesus Christ Himself 
instituted Holy Baptism when He said to His disciples: ‘“‘All authority 
hath been given unto Me in heaven and on earth. Go ye therefore, and 
make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them into the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit; teaching them to observe 
all things whatsoever I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, 
even unto the end of the world.” Matthew 28: 18-20. 
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The Lord’s Supper 


This Sacrament is known by various names, such as the Lord’s 
Supper, the Lord’s Table, the Breaking of Bread, the Communion, the 
Eucharist, and the Sacrament of the Altar. It was instituted by Christ 
Himself in the night in which He was betrayed. The earliest record is 
found in the words of Paul in I Cor. 11: 23-26. It is also recorded in the 
gospels, Mark 14: 22-25, Matthew 26: 26-29, Luke 22: 17-19. It is the 
sacrament of suffering and victorious love. The simplest definition is 
given by Luther in the Small Catechism: ‘The Lord’s Supper is the Sacra- 
ment of the New Testament, instituted by Christ, in which the true body 
and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, in and under the bread and wine are 
truly distributed to all who eat and drink, and the promise of forgiveness 
is applied and sealed to every believer. 
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Emmy Lou Anderson, James Budenski, Dale Kullberg, Darlene Nelson, Neil 
Kjos, Phyllis Lindstrom, Joyce Lindstrom, Carole Gustafson, Pastor H. Lester 
Peterson, Ruth Sammelson, Daniel Harth, Geraldine Ekblad, Sharron Johnson, 
Diane Nelson, Milton Mandelkow, Gary Rapp, Charlotte Nord. 


Gontmation 


Confirmation is a beautiful and meaningful rite, initiated by Dr. 
Martin Luther. It is NOT a sacrament, but rather a confirming of the 
Baptismal vows as boys and girls, men and women, have come to a know- 
ledge of Jesus Christ, to declare themselves willing to watch and pray, 
and diligently use the Word of God, partake of the Lord’s Supper, and to 
walk by faith in the New Life, willing to love their neighbors as them- 
selves—of course this is not possible but by the grace of God working in 
their hearts and minds and bodies. 
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Holy Matrimony 


“For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall 
cleave to his wife; and the two shall becorne one flesh. So that they are 
no more two but one flesh. What therefore God hath joined together, 
let not man put asunder.” Matthew 19: 5, 6. 


Marriage is a divine institution, a holy partnership entered into 
according to the will of God—it is for the mutual help of those who enter 
into this sacred bond, to lighten the burdens of life, to alleviate its un- 
avoidable cares, and for the preservation of the human family and by 
careful nurture to provide for the happiness of posterity. When individ- 
uals have the blessing of the Triune God upon their marriage, it is quite 
certain that the union will be a success for life—for where a man and 
a woman are truly married to each other and also truly wedded to God, 
then there is every reason to believe their home should take on some of 
the hallowed and holy joy that belongs to the home eternal. 
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Native Sons in the Holy Ministry 


THE REV. N. Wm. ANDERSON 


THE REV. EDWIN ERICKSON THE REV. OLIVER WILSON 
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| Native Sons in the Holy Ministry 


REV. CARL OSLUND 


REV. WILLIAM HYLLENGREN 


Page 39 


eras 
eet name ge OR 


aoe 
Rais 


BOARD OF ADMINISTRATION 


ss 


Board of Administration 


According to the Constitution of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
the administration of the affairs of the congregation shall be vested in the 
Church Council, the Board of Trustees and the Board of Administration. 


The Church Council, consisting of the pastor and the deacons, 
exercises general supervision over the spiritual activities of the congrega- 
tion, particularly with reference to the public worship; to provide for a 
Christian education program, serving as the Board of Education; to en- 
courage and promote the cause of missions; to assist the pastor in 
visiting the sick, spiritually indifferent and delinquent members and to 


think of those who are in need. 

The Board of Trustees has charge of the property of the congre- 
gation and the general management of its business affairs. 

Both of these boards work hand in hand to see that both the physical 
and spiritual work of the church goes forward in the name of Christ of 
Calvary. 

Members of the Board of Administration are: 

Back row, left to right: Virgil Carlson, Arnold Samuelson, Hugo 


Johnson, Francis A. Bodelson, Pastor H. Lester Peterson, Frederick 
Hempftling, Arnold Budenski, LeVern Schumacher, Conley Tilderquist. 


Front row: F. Clarence Johnson, Oscar Thompson Jr., Donald Mun- 
son, Stanley Swanson, C. L. Johnson, James Peterson, Raymond C. Sam- 


uelson, Emmet Pearson. Absent, Carl Fredrickson. 
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Th e€ Sunday School 


“Train up a child in the way he should go and when he is 
old, he will not depart from it’. Proverbs 22: 6. 


Parenthood is one of the greatest blessings God can bestow upon 
us. However, with this privilege comes the responsibility of training 
the children to follow in the Lord’s footsteps. The Sunday School of Vasa 
has had a leading role to play in forming the history of the church. A 
school was in operation before the congregation was five years of age. 
And it is said that our Vasa Sunday School is one of the first within our 
Augustana Church. 


At the present time the Sunday School year begins the first Sun- 
day of April and continues until after the Christmas Program has been 
given—Vacation Bible School is conducted for two weeks, preferably 
in the month of June. A hundred and forty-three pupils were enrolled in 
1955. 

Our current teaching staff is made up of both men and women. 
Many of them are young people who have undertaken this task because 
they feel it is a privilege to serve God in this way. 

Present officers are: Superintendent, Ralph Larson, Assistant 
Superintendent, Ferne Nelson; Recording Secretary, Jean Nelson: Sec- 
retary, Merle Pearson; Treasurer, Lyle Johnson; Assistant Treasurer, 
Lowell Peterson; Handwork, Mrs. Ralph Larson. 
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SECOND GRADE 
Betty Miller, Carol Sammelson, Marlene Anderson 


SUNDAY SCHOOL CHILDREN 


Teachers: 
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Music 


When our forefathers, the founders of our church, emigrated from 
Sweden, they brought with them the Holy Bible and the Swedish Psalm 
Book, as two of their most highly prized and cherished possessions. The 
Swedish Psalms were taught to their children, and so from generation to 
generation, music has come to be an integral part of the worship of our 
Church. 

The Church Choir has rendered valuable assistance in the Worship 
Services, not only bringing messages in song, but helping to lead the 


congregation in the singing of hymns. From time to time Junior Choirs 


have also had a part in bringing messages of song to the congregation. 
> > S S 


A band and orchestra were also in existence for several years. 


Archie Swenson is the present organist and choir director. 
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JUNIOR CHOIR 


Back row: Diane Nelson, Emmy Lou Anderson, Dale Kullberg, Daniel Harth, 
Phyllis Lindstrom, Darlene Nelson. Third row: Janet Swanson, Judy McCusker, 
Doris Anderson, Kay Banks, Marie Haggstrom, Ruth Sammelson, Carole Gus- 
tafson. Second row: Melvin Swanson, Kenneth Peterson, Paul Peterson, Larry 
Banks Maurice Tilderquisi, Terry Carlson, Dale Anderson, Robert Sammelson. 
Front row: Linda Featherstone, Gail Peterson, Patty Thompson, Jean Oberg, 
Diann Fredrickson, Judy Edstrom. Nancy Miller, Carolyn Berg. 
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MRS. H. LESTER PETERSON AT THE PIANO 
ARCHIE SWENSON AT THE ORGAN 
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The Senior Choir 


Back row left to right: The Rev. H. Lester Peterson, Hilding Swanson, Wesley 
Pearson, Harlan Johnson, Merle Pearson, Paul M. Carlson, Duane Kullberg. 4th 
row: Archie Swenson (director), Stanley Swanson, Charles Johnson, Harold 
Peterson, David Eckblad, Emmett Pearson, Philip Eckblad, Curtiss Johnson. 3rd 
row: Mrs. Herbert Eckblad, Mrs. H. Lester Peterson, Marilyn St. John, Clarice 
Thompson, Mrs. Philip Featherstone, Linda Eckblad, Marilyn Lundell. 2nd row: 
Dorothy Miller, Marlys Peterson, Meredith Banks, Marilyn Swanson, Jean Nelson, 
Lois Thompson, Verdrene Harth, Judy Banks. Ist row: Mrs. Lloyd Lindstrom, 
Ferne Nelson, Marilyn Thompson, Ina Carlson, Rosemary Schaefer, Beverly 
Lindstrom, Carol Sammelson, Betty Miller. Dorothy St. John. 


Members of choir in military service: Richard Anderson, Deane Lundell, Harry 
Carlson. 
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THE WOMEN’S MISSIONARY SOCIETY 


ee 


W oman’s Missionary Society 


The Vasa Woman’s Missionary Society was organized July 19, 1919 
at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Peter Bodelson, with 56 charter members. 
Mrs. C. A. Frenn was elected president; Mrs. E. A. Lindgren, vice-president: 
Miss Ida Lundberg, secretary; Mrs. Hortense Bodelson Lundell, treasurer. 


Missionary zeal was slow in developing, but from having one or two 
meetings a year, it was in 1930 that it was decided to have a meeting 
every other month, which was carried out until 1953, when it was de- 


cided to have a meeting every month. 


The Missionary Society has been an effective organization in 
bringing enlightenment and inspiration concerning missions at home and 
abroad and has sent forth many thousands of dollars in gifts to the var- 
ious missionary and charitable causes of the church at large. 


The Conference Missionary Society was entertained at Vasa in 
April of 1926—the delegates were guests in the homes of the congrega- 
tion and were served meals in the old school house (museum now), at 
that time Vasa’s dining hall. 


The “My Missionary for a Day Project’? has been emphasized in 
the latter years, with one hundred and thirty-two taking part. The So- 
ciety sponsors nine Sewing Circles that make articles which are given 
to various charitable causes as well as missions—A Mission Festival is 


held once a year with some Missionary bringing the message. 


Present officers: president, Mrs. Lawrence Johnson; vice-president, 
Mrs. C. L. Johnson; secretary, Mrs. D. M. Lundell; treasurer, Mrs. Carl 


Kullberg; ass’t. treasurer, Mrs. Almer Anderson. 
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Back row, left to right: Marilyn Lundell, Marilyn Swanson, Mary Erick- 
son, Meredith Banks, Marlys Peterson, Beverly Peterson, Jean Nelson, Judy 
Banks, Clarice Thompson, Beverly Lindstrom. 

Second row: Marjory Gardiner, Mrs. H. Lester Peterson, Ferrolyn Mc- 
Cusker, Linda Eckblad, Nancy Rapp, Ardis Kjos, Dorothy Miller, Marilyn St. John, 
Margaret Edstrom, Margaret Oberg, Carol Schumacher, Mrs. Olive Anderson. 


Front row: Dorothy St. John, Marlene Anderson, Connie Rapp, Ina Carlson, 
Rosemary Schafer, Lois Thompson, Marilyn Thompson, Maxine Larson, Betty 
Miller, Carol Sammelson, Mrs. Elmer Nelson. 


To meet the need of the young ladies of post-confirmation age, 
A Young Woman’s Missionary Society was formed on November 7, 1943, 
under the leadership of Miss Ebba Frenn. Audrey Bodelson was elected 
to serve as the Society’s first president. 


Programs were set up for the whole year, with the young ladies 
presenting the programs at each meeting. Certain projects are engaged 
in with articles made and sent to various missions. The offerings have 
been sent to missionary headquarters for the missionary work of the 
church. Present officers: president, Lois Thompson; vice-president, 
Betty Miller; secretary, Connie Rapp; ass’t. secretary, Margaret Oberg; 
treasurer, Marjorie Gardiner: ass’t treasurer, Ferrolyn McCusker; leader, 
Mrs. Elmer Nelson. 
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Back row left to right: Mrs. Arnold Budenski, assistant leader; Mrs. Walter 
Swanson, leader; Mrs. Carl Oberg, treasurer. Front row: Paul Peterson, vice 
president; Judy McCusker, president; Marie Haggstrom, secretary; Kay Banks, 
treasurer. 


The Junior Missionary Society 


It was during the ministry of Rev. E. A. Lindgren that the Junior 
Mission Band was organized. Mrs. Hjalmer Carlson served as the first 
Treasurer. In the earlier years the members were only girls, but later 
the boys were invited to join in its missionary endeavors. 


It is the aim of this Junior Missionary Society as it is now called, to 
inspire in the lives of the juniors a love for Missionary work, and to prac- 
tically help those that are in need, both at home and abroad. The juniors 
have a monthly devotional period during the opening session of the Sun- 
day School, and every member of the Sunday School is a member of the 
society now. There are a few work meetings during the course of the year. 
Money is received through Missionary Offerings and by the sale of Scrip- 
ture greeting and Christmas cards. 
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The Gleaners’ Society 


The Gleaners’ Society was organized August 6, 1915 in the old 
school house, the second church. It was divided into three districts, 
namely: Eastern, Central and Western. The Eastern District was com- 
posed of Spring Creek, Smaland and Skane; Central included Gota and 
Church District; and the Western was composed of Vesterbotten ,Nor- 
botten and White Rock. 


During World War I the divisions devoted all their time to Red 
Cross work. On May 19, 1921 a decision was made to meet as one group 


and in 1923 it was reorganized. 


The objectives of the organization are: “‘to promote sociability and 
strengthen the bonds of friendship among the members; to stimulate the 
various members to greater activity in the church; to promote the spir- 
itual, moral and intellectual development of its members; and to work for 
such causes as serve and advance the kingdom of Christ and especially to 
render to the local church such aid as may lie in its power and as may 
from time to time be decided upon by the society.” 


Down through the years the Gleaners’ Society has contributed 
a great deal to the church for various improvements, and has been mission- 
ary-minded also in giving to various charitable causes in the Great Church 


program. 


In 1927 the Gleaners published a cook book which was dedicated 
to Her Royal Highness, the Crown Princess Louise of Sweden. A copy was 
sent to her and a letter of thanks received. In preparation for the 100th 
anniversary celebration, the Gleaners published another cook book which 
has been enthusiastically received. (Copies of same are for sale at the 


present time.) 
The present officers are: Mrs. Earl Nelson, president; Mrs. Ray 


Peterson, vice-president; Mrs. Lloyd Martinson, secretary; Mrs. Hilding 
Swanson, treasurer; Mrs. Arthur Velander, ass’t treasurer; Mrs. H. 


Lester Peterson, pianist. 
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The Luther League 


‘“Ungdom’s Foreningen,” Young People’s Society, was organized on 
February 11, 1913, becoming the forerunner of the present day Luther 
League. Prior to this an Organ Society had been formed with the purpose 
of raising funds for a pipe organ for the church. This was accomplished 
by 1907 with dedication ceremonies for the new pipe organ being held 
October 31, 1907. 

The Luther League was organized in 1915 and has sought to pro- 
mote sociability and strengthen the bonds of friendship among the mem- 
bers of the League, and to stimulate the young people to greater activity 
in the Church program. 

The custom of observing New Years Eve with special programs be- 


gan in 1913. The first watch night service was recorded in 1915 and in 
1914 oysters were served the first time and has been a tradition ever 


since. 

A yearly project of the league is to sponsor the “Church Paper 
Week.” 

Members of the league have attended the International Youth 
Conferences that have been held in Denver in 1951, Boston in 1953, and 
in this centennial year in Calgary, Canada. 

The church of today looks to its youth to become the church of 
tomorrow. 


Present officers: president, Donald Nord; vice-president, Charles 
Berg; secretary, Marilyn St. John; treasurer, Emmett Pearson; Pocket 
Testament secretary, Carol Sammelson: librarian, Mary Erickson. 
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The Lutheran Brotherhood 


The Brotherhood of the Vasa Lutheran Church was organized on 
February 22, 1932. It was initiated to stimulate better understanding 
and mutual helpfulness in the work of the Church, and to further the 
religious, moral and social welfare of all who might be reached by it. 


Except for a few years when the Brotherhood was defunct, it has 
continued to exercise an influence of worthwhileness as a fellowship of 
the men of the Church. It has assumed certain obligations of the Church, 
and usually some goal to be attained for each year. The men have started 
to use the Forum Method of presenting the programs, with a definite 
interest shown by the men in continuing this type of program. 


Officers are: president, Herbert Eckblad, vice-president, Lloyd 
Lindstrom; secretary, Charles Johnson; treasurer, Glenn Olson. 


FATHER—DAUGHTER BANQUET 
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FATHER—DAUGHTER BANQUET 
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THE FRIENDSHIP CIRCLE 


In the year 1950, a group of young married coupples met at the 
chapel to consider forming an organization that would provide for Chris- 
tian Fellowship and a chance to work together in accomplishing certain 
projects for the Church of Jesus Christ. It was decided so to do, and 
“Friendship Circle” was the name chosen. It has served the purpose 
of friendliness amongst the married couples of the church. 

Monthly meetings are held with a short devotional and business 
period, and a social hour following, with games and lunch. Once a year 
a banquet for the “Circle” is celebrated with a good Christian program 
presented. The Friendship Circle has fulfilled a mission for the church 
by completing certain projects. For the Centennial, plates are being 
sold with the picture of the church, and a listing of the pastors and their 
years of service at Vasa. 

May this organization be used of God to bring others into the 
Christian Circle of the Church of Jesus Christ. 


Officers are: president, Roy Broins; vice-president, Donald John- 
sons; secretary, Donald Munsons; treasurer, Virgil Nelsons. 
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SEWING CIRCLE LEADERS AT PARSONAGE 

Nine Sewing Circles were initiated in 1951. Meetings are held 
once a month in various homes. The women work with their hands that 
they may have something to give those who need. 


USHERS 


Back row left to right: Frederick Hempftling, Emmett Pearson, head ushers: 
Lyle Mehrkins, Bernard Anderson, Lyle Johnson, Owen Sammelson, Lowell 
Peterson. Front row: James Holmes, Duane Lindstrom, Evert Carlson, Kenneth 

Holmes, Maurice Anderson, John Gardiner. 
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Left to right: Francis A. Bodelson, C. L. Johnson, Lawrence Johnson, Lloyd 
Lindstrom, Dennis M. Lundell 


Vasa Lutheran Church Cemetery 


In the early pioneer days caring for the graves in the church ceme- 
tery was altogether an individual matter. It was not until 1919 that 
action was taken towards a permanent organization to care for the ceme- 
tery. The perpetual care fund consists of a deposit of $25.00 from persons 
assigned a full lot of 16 by 16!2 feet or proportionately less for a part of 


a lot. 


The perpetual care fund has gradually grown during its more than 
a quarter of a century of history——the funds have been invested and re- 
invested from time to time—the total in the fund to date is $7,453.36. 
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SOUTH EAST VIEW OF CHURCH 


THE PARSONAGE 
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THE CUSTODIAN 
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ADOLPH J. HYLLENGREN, OLAF HEGBER JEAN SAUTER 


(former custodians) . Present custodian ringing 
Hr. Hyllengren served in that capacity over the bell 


40 years and Mr. Hegberg over a period of 8 
years. J. M. Hyllengren, Adolph’s father, serv- 
ed 17 years. 


Mr. Adolph Hyllengren relates that fires were built in the same 
furnace during the time he was sexton. He started the fire early Sat- 
urday evening in order that the church would be comfortably warm on 
Sunday morning. Ona cold day a cord of wood was used. 


The church bell could be heard over the countryside on a Satur- 


day evening at six o’clock or at sunset. Mr. Hyllengren rang the bell for 
three minutes. 


When asked of Mr. Hyllengren to tell you of an interesting exper- 
ience, he said, “I remember one cold New Year’s Day; although I was the 


only one present in the audience for worship, Dr. Oslund conducted the 
full order of the service.” 


Mr. Hyllengren was also caretaker of the cemetery and he re- 
ports that a total of six hundred graves were dug by him. 
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VASA IN THE EARLY DAYS 


Vasa, so named in honor of Gustavus Vasa, King of Sweden, was 
founded in 1853, but no houses were built until 1854. The town was or- 
ganized in 1858. 


It is interesting to note that in 1868 some sixty farmers of Vasa or- 
ganized a company for the purpose of obtaining goods at reasonable rates 
and to assist each other. The company was known as “The Farmers Un- 
ion.” They built a store and filled it with a general assortment of mer- 


chandise and had a thriving business. 


A hotel was opened in this same year which was in connection 


with the store. 


There were two other churches in the early days, the Baptist and 
Methodist. The Baptist church is today dissolved and the Methodist is 


inactive. 


Vasa is the only post office in Goodhue County not located on a 


railroad. 
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VASA CHILDREN’S HOME CHORUS 
ON TOUR 1920 AND 1921 
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(Candid) 


TAKEN AT THE 85TH ANNIVERSARY 


LAYING CHAPEL CORNERSTONE 


DR. P. A. MATTSON GREET- 
ING THE CROWN PRINCE 
JUNE, 1926 
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CURTISS JOHNSON SINGS AT 
GOLDEN WEDDING 


Bed 


GOLDEN WEDDING OF EMIL AND 
CHRISTINE EKBLAD AT CHAPEL 


Page 76 


EE Oe one ce 


CHRISTMAS PARTY 
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GLEANERS 


INTERIOR OF REMODELED KITCHEN 
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ADOLPH HYLLENGREN EXPLAINING THE THE PASTOR’S SON, PAUL, OBSERVING 
USE OF THE FLAIL TO THE PASTOR’S THE MINIATURE SKRIK KARRA 


SON, KENNETH 
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LION BUILT IN 1902 


PAVI 


SWEDISH CHEST IN MUSEUM 
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MR. AND MRS. ALMER B. ANDERSON, 
RICHARD AND A. BERNARD 


MR. AND MRS. ERHARD ANDERSON 
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AND *MRS. FERDIE ANDERSON 
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ARNOLD, IRENE JOSEPHSON 
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MR. AND MRS. FLOYD ANDERSON 
MARY KAY, JAMES, MARLENE, DONNA MAE AND 
BARBARA JOYCE 
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JOANNE AKERSON, MRS. R. B. AKERSON *R. B. Akerson 
MR. AND MRS. R. BRUCE AKERSON, NANCY AND RANDALL 
MR. AND MRS. C. EDWARD JOHNSON, BRUCE AND BRIAN 
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MR AND MRS. LINCOLN ANDERSON AND MAURICE 


te MEO: F 


MR. AND MRS. EDWARD AXELSON 
JAMES AND LINDA 
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BACK ROW: HELEN PEARSON, MARGARET LANGSDORF, 
CARL, MALCOLM, FLORENCE LANGSDORF, MARTINA OL- 
SON. FIRST ROW: LeRoy, HAROLD, MR. AUGUST APPLE- 
QUIST, VIOLET CARLSON, MRS. APPLEQUIST, PAUL 
APPLEQUIST AND VERNA MANNING 


THE A. V. ANDERSON FAMILY 
BACK ROW LEFT TO RIGHT: *LEONARD, EDGAR, CHARLES, 
HANA, *HENRY. FRONT ROW: MILDRED, *ELSIE, *DOR- 
OTHY, VINCENT, GLENN, MURIEL 
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*MR. AND *MRS. E. E. ALMQUIST 


> age 


CARL G. ALMQUIST *VINCENT R. BODELSON 
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*PETER BODELSON 
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BODELSON AND AUDREY 


*MRS. PETER BODELSON 
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MR. AND MRS. NELS BROD 
BERTIL, MURIEL ANDERSON 


Page 87 


MR. AND MRS RAYMOND BERG 
CHARLES AND CAROLYN 


MRS. LEVI CARLSON 
MILTON, LeROY AND MARGARET 
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MR. AND MRS. W. J. 


ERIC COLLINS 


BERNICE CARLEEN 
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MR. AND MRS. ELMER CARLSON 
EVERT, INA AND HARRY 


THE J. P. CARLSON FAMILY 
*WILLIAM, ROBERT V., EDWIN L., *LEVI, *EMILY 
JOHNSON, ANNA SANDBERG, NANCY JACOBSON, 
*AUGUST, *J.P. CARLSON, *MRS. J. P. CARLSON, 

*C. ALBERT 
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. AND LYLE 


OSCAR P. EDSTROM 
MARGARET R 
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JUDITH E 
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PHYLLIS M 
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MR. AND MRS. ROBERT ERICKSON 
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JOHN M. EKBLAD MRS. AMELIA ERICKSON 


MR. AND MRS. C. HENRY ECKBLAD 
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MR AND MRS. EMIL P. EKBLAD 


MR. AND MRS. LOUIE McGREW 
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MRS. HERBERT 
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ELLINGSON 


*MR. AND MRS. EVAN EKBLAD 


*DOROTHY EKBLAD 
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*MARILYN McGREW REINCKE 


SCOTT McGREW 


*JOHN McGREW 


EKBLAD AND GRANDSONS, 
STEWART EKBLAD AND JOHN McGREW 


EMIL P 
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DAVID ECKBLAD, MR. AND MRS. CLEMENS NELSON, 
PHILIP ECKBLAD 
LINDA, MR. AND MRS. HERBERT ECKBLAD, ROBIN JEAN 
NELSON AND STEVEN 
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MR. AND MRS. PHILIP FEATHERSTONE 
LINDA, SIDNEY, MIRIAM, MARTHA AND PATRICE 
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EBBA FRENN 
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MR. AND MRS. WALLACE GARDINER 
MARJORY C., JOHN E., AND WALLACE L. JR. 
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MR. AND MRS. FREDERICK HEMPFTLING, 
MARILYN AND JOYCE 
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MR. AND MRS. PHILIP JOHNSON 


MR. AND MRS. LAWRENCE JOHNSON 
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AND MRS. C. L 
CECILE GAHLON, M. DONALD AND JEAN BURGGREN 


MR. 
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RICHARD L. AND LOIS M. 
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MR. AND MRS. F. CLARENCE JOHN 
CURTISS V 
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MR. AND MRS. DONALD JOHNSON 
SHARRON, DIANE AND SANDRA 
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MR. AND *MRS. CARL M. JOHNSON 


MR. AND MRS. VICTOR JOHNSON 


ND CHARLES 


HARLAN A 
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*MR. AND MRS. JOHN JACOBSON 
VERNA LAPHAM AND DELLA DACK 
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MR. AND MRS. HUGO JOHNSON 
ELMER, CHARLES, JEANETTE GORMAN, HELEN CREM- 
EENS, LECNE NELSON, EDNA FRIEHEIT AND DORIS 
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DELLA KULLBERG MRS. FRANK LINDSTROM 


MR. AND MRS. LLOYD LINDSTROM, 
PHYLLIS. DUANE AND BEVERLY 
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LARSON MRS. VICTOR C. LARSON 


*VICTOR YC, 


SIGFRID L. LUNDBERG 


*IDA A. LUNDBERG 
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MARILYN AND DEA 


MR. AND MRS. DENNI 
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*MR. AND MRS. CHARLES LINDQUIST 
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MR. AND MRS. ARTHUR LINDELL 

MARIE YOUNG, EUNICE ANDERSON, KENNETH, VERNON, 
CYRUS, LEONA DUNCAN, BERNICE HEDSTROM 

AND BLANCHE LUNDELL 
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MR. AND MRS. ARTHUR G. MARTINSON 


MR. AND MRS. GEORGE MEHRKINS 
DALE AND LYLE 
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N LARSON, DOROTHY AND BETTY 


MELVIN MILLER AND DAUGHTERS, 


MARIA 


MR. AND MRS. C. RAYMOND NELSON 
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CHARLEY NELSON, OLIVE NELSON ANDERSON 


MR. AND MRS. ELMER NELSON 
JEAN, JAMES AND DARLENE 
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MR. AND MRS. BENNETT D. NELSON 
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MR. AND MRS. EARL NELSON 
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AILEEN NORD DeWOLFE, MRS ANDELIA NORD AND 
GRANDSON, WILLIAM DeWOLFE, CHARLOTTE 
ERLAND, CHARLES AND DONALD 
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MRS. JOSEPHINE OHNSTAD AND DAUGHTERS 
MRS. RUTH JOHNSON, MRS. IONE JOHNSON, MRS. HAZLE 
DALE, MRS. GRACE ANDERSON, MRS. RACHEL THOREN 
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MR. AND MRS. O. N. OLSON 


MR. AND MRS. RUSSELL OLSON AND BRUCE 
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*MRS. SIGRID PEARSON 
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ND MRS. JNO E. OSLUND, 


LUND, REV. AND MRS. J. EDWARD OSLUND. 


ROBERT NYBO. FRONT ROW: REV. AND MRS. CARL OS- 


BACK ROW: ELOISE NYBO, *DR. A 
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MR. AND MRS. GLENN OLSON 
, MARK AND DI 


RODNEY 
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MR. AND *MRS. W. F. PETERSON 
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MR. AND MRS. HARRY C. PETERSON 
MARTHA DAVIDSON, MARLYS, HAROLD PETERSON AND 
SHIRLEY PELTIER 
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HJALMER PEARSON 


MR. AND MRS. OSCAR PEARSON 


=. # ¥N 2 2 Re 
EMMETT, MIRIAM PEARSON JOHNSTON, WESLEY, 


MERLE, MR. AND MRS. EMIL S. PEARSON AND CURTIS 
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MR. 


AND MRS. EDWARD PEARSON AND INGRID VOSS 


MR. AND MRS. RAYMOND PETERSON, 


LOWELL, JANE AND BEVERLY 
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. AND MRS. WILLIAM QUIST 


MR 


AND VIVIAN 


, LOUISE, DONNA 


MR. AND MRS. JOEL QUIST 
RTISS 


CU 


EDNORE, 
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MR. AND MRS. ARTHUR RICHTER 


FIRST ROW: PETER SANDER, ALMA YOUNG, MRS. PETER 
SANDER. SECOND ROW: DORA PIRIUS, PETER SANDER, 


TILLIE SWANSON, JOHN SANDER AND ANNA MUNSON 
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*MR. AND MRS. J. W. SWANSON 


MR. AND MRS. HILDING SWANSON AND CLAUDIA 
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MR. AND MRS. WALTER SWANSON 
DOUGLASS, JANET, MARILYN AND DONALD 


MR. AND MRS. STANLEY SWANSON 
KENNETH, HAROLD, HOWARD AND MELVIN 
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MR. AND MRS. RAYMOND E. SAMMELSON 
ROBERT, RUTH, OWEN E., CAROL AND JOANNE RAE 
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MR. AND MRS. ARTHUR W. SWANSON 
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MR. AND MRS. JOHN STROM 
ALGOT, FRANCES MEHRKINS AND HAROLD 
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*CHARLES SAMUELSON 


Died in 1953 at an age of 
99 years. 


MRS. MARTHA STRANDBERG 
Last charter member. Died 
at the age of 100 years. 
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MR. AND MRS. ARNOLD SAMUELSON 
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MR. AND MRS. RAYMOND C. SAMUELSON 
JOAN HEMMAH, RICHARD SAMUELSON AND JANICE 
OLMONSON 
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GLADYS McCUSKER McCALL, MARILYN ST. JOHN, 
DOROTHY JEAN ST. JOHN, CHARLES McCUSKER 
MR. AND MRS. GLENN ST. JOHN 


MR. AND MRS. OSCAR THOMPSON 
CLARICE, LUVERNE, MR. AND MRS. ELTON THOMPSON, 
MR. AND MRS. RAYMOND THOMPSON, MAURICE, LOIS, 
OSCAR JR. AND MARILYN 
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MR. AND MRS. MINTON L. SAFE 


DOROTHY SAFE 


pe 
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MRS. LAWRENCE TILDERQUIST, MARIAN L. 
AND ELSIE L. 


- fe aane  ik a ¥en ery 
MR. AND MRS. CONLEY M. TILDERQUIST 
BRUCE, PAUL DAVID AND MAURICE 
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MRS. W. L. TURNER *W. L. TURNER 
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Dear ears eet aspen ashe octane Tei caer Smee Pa a a TENE, ERTL TN AE Dae ae Se 


IVA TILDERQUIST KVAM, ROBERT C. KVAM, 
SANDRA RUTH, KAREN MARIE, RICHARD JOHN AND 
ALLEN ROBERT 
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MR. AND MRS. ARTHUR L. VELANDER AND JOHN 


MR. AND MRS. ALLIE WARN 
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MRS. HANNAH TILDERQUIST 
RUPERT 


FRANCES D. VELANDER 


*MR. AND *MRS. A. J. VELANDER 
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CARL VICTOR SANDER 


HULDAH YOUNGBERG, ESTHER WARN, CLARA AMANDA 
YOUNGBERG 
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World War | Veterans 


Er to 
*HENRY WILLIAM *GEORGE ERNBERG 
YOUNGBERG 


*ELOF ERICKSON 
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W orld War Il Veterans 
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BODELSON *CARL APPLEQUIST 


| ee 


en) = 
*SIDNEY 


The Century of history of our Vasa Church has witnessed our 
country at war as well as at peace. Our young men have heeded the call 
of Uncle Sam to go forth in His service, some by volunteering, and others 
by obedience to the draft call. But in either case, the men from Vasa have 
remembered the admonition as found in the scriptures, Matthew 22:21, 
“Render unto Caesar the things that are Caesar’s and unto God the things 


that are God’s.” 
We pay tribute to these, our service men, who have gone forth from 
the Vasa Church to brave the dangers of bearing arms in defense of right- 


eousness and freedom among men. We want to especially recognize those 
that have given their life’s blood for FREEDOM’S SAKE (Marked with *) 


Following we have the names of those who served in World War I 
as well as in World War IJ, and then the men that have served their 


country in the days of peace up to the present time. 


WORLD WAR I Anton Augerman 
Ola Brodd 
Wm. Anderson Vincent Bodelson 
Erhard Anderson Carl Brown 
Arthur Anderson Paul Carlson 
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Ernest Carleen 
Edward Carleen 
Berndt Dahl 
Edwin Erickson 
Albert Erickson 
Frank Granquist 
Arthur Ingeman 
Victor Josephson 
Lawrence Johnson 
Harry Lind 

Emil Lofquist 
Sven Brodd * 
Elof Erickson * 
George Ernberg * 
Henry Youngberg * 
Orin Lewis 
Dennis Lundell 
Oscar Larson 
Herman Youngquist 
Henry Lindahl 
Elmer Lindahl 
Bernard Lindahl 
Arthur Munson 
Clifford Martinson 
Victor Martinson 
Ivar Nelson 
Clarence Odman 
Victor Risberg 
Arthur Risberg 
Victor Samuelson 
Henry Swanson 
Wellace Woods 
Ivar Westerson 
John Wilbur 
Hannah Pearson (R.N.) 


WORLD WAR II 


R. Bruce Akerson 
Stanley L. Anderson 
Carl Applequist * 
Malcolm Applequist 
Donald M. Bodelson 
Sidney Bodelson * 


* Deceased 


Bertil Brodd 

Paul E. Collins 
Bernhard Hedeen 
Elmer Hedeen 
Wilmer Hedeen 

Carl Johanson 

Elmer Johnson 

M. Donald Johnson 
Richard L. Johnson 
Vernon Johnson 
Wesley Johnson 
Lowell C. Julian 
Chester E. Lindstrom 
Kenneth O. Lindstrom 
Robert O. Lindstrom 
Vernald M. Lundberg 
Clarence Mandlekow 
Vernon Mandlekow 
Alton Martinson 
Leonard M. Martinson 
Howard Munson 
DeVere Nelson 
Merle Nelson 
Sterling Nelson 

Carl E. Oslund 

Earl Pearson 
Kenneth Peterson 
Willis Peterson 
Arnold Rapp 

Dwight Smith Jr. 
Wilhelm Seegert 
Kenneth Thuman 
Raymond Thuman 
Reynold Thuman 
Roger Weberg 
LeRoy Carlson 
Stephen Hedeen 
Charles McCusker 
Wallace E. Velander 
Warren Erickson 
Donald W. Gustafson 
Glenn Anderson 
John Risberg 
Charles Ekblad 
Douglas Anderson 


Richard Peters 


IN SERVICE UP TO PRESENT TIME 


Stewart Ekblad 
Lyle Mandelkow 
Robert Nelson 
Herbert Strusz 
Robert Strusz 
Luverne Thompson 
Carl Miller 
Gordon Lindstrom 


Wallace Gardiner Jr. 


Gene Brodd 

Harry Carlson 
Donald Larson 
Lowell Larson 


Deane Lundell 

A. Bernard Anderson 
Richard Anderson 
Willard Josephson 
Wendell Josephson 
Wesley Josephson 
Evans Josephson 
Elmer Johnson 
Charles E. Johnson 
Charles Nord 

Dale Munson 
Richard Samuelson 


* Ameren resape 
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Dr. Norelius Came to America From ‘his Church 


Z* 
2S RANT TRE sa 


THE INTERIOR OF THE HASSELA CHURCH IN SWEDEN 


NT apres 


pits 


It was in this church Dr. Norelius 
worshipped, as a boy. 


Its interior beauty is noteworthy. 
The altar painting shows the immi- 
grant leader JORIS PER ANDER- 
SON holding a staff in his right hand 
and his left arm on the shoulder of 
seventeen (17) year old ERIC NOR- 
ELIUS: 


Both men left Sweden for Amer- 
ica in 1850. Anderson, being of the 
same Lutheran faith and sixteen years 
older was a faithful friend and coun- 
selor of Norelius. 


GOSTA SODERBERG 


Present pastor of the Hassela Church 
in Sweden 
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VASA EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 


Vasa, Minnesota 


Hassela Parish wishes to send heartiest congratulations to 
the Vasa Lutheran Congregation on its Centennial Anniversary, 
especially being reminded of the pioneering service of Eric Norelius. 

Eric Norelius has truly inspired us over here in Hassela, by his 
faithful beliefs and wonderful work; he has helped to build up 
a cordial and friendly relationship between Hassela and the 
different parishes within the Augustana Church in America. 

The Memorial Stone for Eric Norelius, placed near the Hassela 
Church in 19503 the Mural-painting in the church, which has 
included amongst many, Bric Norelius and the emigrant leader 
Joris Per Anderson from the cottage Joris in Hassela;j and the 
memorial stone placed at Norelius“childhood home in Norrbacks 
village - all give testimony to the fact that Eric Norelius” 
home church and community, during these latter years, have more 
and more recognized his important services in Vasa and within 
the Augustana Church. For all that, we have to thank many good 
letters from you and other parishes in the Lutheran Minnesota 
Conference of the Augustana Church. 

With greatest interest in your Centennial Anniversary, We wish 
you God’s grace and continued blessing for your parish. 

For the Parish of Hassela, 


Yours in the Master’s Service, 


Hassela, Sweden 
Pebruary 22, 1955. 
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KING GUSTAF ADOLPH AND QUEEN LOUISE 
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O6CAR A. BENBON, PhD. D.D. 
President 


2443 Park Avenue 
4, Monszsots 


vuvm amor, oo FAUGUstana Evangelical Lutheran Church 


ae pa gr Re MINNEAPOLIS 4, MINNESOTA 


Gunnva, Licoroms February 28, 1955 


DR. OSCAR A. BENSON 


Vasa Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Vasa, Minnesota 


Dear Christian Friends: 


It is probably quite beyond our imagination to realize the fervent joy that 
filled the hearts of those pioneers who gathered for the first Lutheran 
service in Vasa. Undoubtedly Hans Mattson had complete and devout attention 
as he read one of Luther's sermons on that summer Sunday under the oak trees 
on the prairie. About six thousand miles away was a homeland which they had 
left so recently. Many of them came from the most fertile and well-tilled 
farms in Sweden, and now they.faced the rigors and incalculable hardships of 
virgin nature. We can be certain that there were many nostalgic tears shed 
as these pioneers heard again the Swedish psalms that they had sung so often 
in the substantial churches of the homeland. 


But they were not idle sentimentalists. There was work to do and they did 
it with enthusiasm. There was a church to be organized, and they proceeded 
to gather themselves and others who came later into a congregation on 
September 3, 1855. "Mattson's Settlement" had become a unit in the Kingdom 
of God. 


It is that important event in the history of our Augustana Lutheran Church 
which you are celebrating this year. Vasa has been a strong contingent and 
under its leaders has made its significant contributions to many aspects of 
the Church's work. These achievements will be properly recognized during 
the course of the festivities. 


The purpose of tnis letter is merely to congratulate pastor and people in 
historic Vasa. The Augustana Lutheran Church thanks God for what the parish 
has meant through this century of activity. It pleads for God's abundant 
blessing upon you, not only as you celebrate but during the years that lie 
ahead. May the memory of the devoted service of pastors and laymen through- 
out the years be a source of inspiration to you upon whom the responsibility 
for today and tomorrow has fallen. God bless you abundantly! 


Oscar A. Benson, President 
Augustana Lutheran Church 


Sincgrely yours, 


OAB: jn 
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Sunday School 


In preparing this Historical Book, the picture of the Beginners De- 
partment and the names of the staff members were inadvertently omitted. 
It was not noticed until the book was almost finished, and therefore it 
is included on this page. 


Present staff members— 


Kindergarten: Mrs. Earl Nelson 

First Grade: Marilyn St. John, Ferne Nelson 

Second Grade: Betty Ann Miller, Carol Sammelson, Marlene Anderson 
Third Grade: Margaret Oberg, Jean Nelson 

Fourth Grade: Charles Johnson, Clarice Thompson 

Fifth Grade: Margaret Edstrom, Marjorie Gardiner, Ralph Larson 
Sixth Grade: Mrs. Gordon Hinrichs, Lois Thompson 

Seventh Grade: Mrs. E. M. Axelson, Philip Featherstone 

Eighth Grade: Mildred Collins, Emmett Pearson, Mrs. Andelia Nord 
High School: Archie Swenson 

Bible Class, Adult: Pastor H. Lester Peterson 


PRET eT 


Re a 1, a ere aaa 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Beginners I Beginners II 
Teachers: Marilyn Thompson Teachers: Mrs. Frederick Hempftling 
Mrs. Myron Ekblad Beverly Peterson 
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Céntuitaal Committees 


For Vasa’s Centennial Celebration August 21-September 4, 1955 


CENTENNIAL PLANNING COMMITTEE 


Pastor H. Lester Peterson, general chairman, Mrs. Frederick Hempftling, 
secretary, Mrs. R. B. Akerson, Herbert Eckblad, Mrs. Elmer Nelson, Mar- 
ilyn St. John, Curtis Johnson, Virgil Carlson, Stanley Swanson. 


HISTORICAL BOOK COMMITTEE 


Mrs. F. C. Johnson, Mrs. Wm. Quist, Mrs. Dennis Lunndell, Mrs. Victor 
Larson, Eric Collins, Sigfrid Lundberg 


CENTENNIAL BANQUET COMMITTEE 


Mrs. George Mehrkins, chairman, Mrs. Arnold Samuelson, Mrs. Carl 
Oberg, Olive Anderson, Ethel Collins 


HOUSING COMMITTEE 
Mrs. Walter Swanson, Mrs. Victor Johnson, Esther Frenn 


CONFIRMATION REUNION COMMITTEE (to contact all confirmands) 
Mrs. Arthur Ingeman, chairman, Frances Velander, Harold Peterson 
(Mrs. Dennis Lundell, Philip Johnson Orphans Home Confirmands) 
CONFIRMATION REUNION (August 21 Supper) 


Mrs. James Peterson, chairman, Mrs. Ray Peterson, co-chairman, Mrs. 
Roy Broin, Mrs. Lloyd Lindstrom, Mrs. Stanley Swanson, Blanche Bodel- 
son, Mrs. Emil Pearson, Mrs. Vernald Samuelson 


ERIC NORELIUS DAY (August 28 Supper) 
Mrs. Hilding Swanson, Mrs. Floyd Anderson, Mrs. Russell Olson, Mrs. 
Hugo Johnson, Mrs. Andelia Nord 

FOOD COMMITTEE FOR SEPTEMBER 4TH 


Dinner—Mrs. George Mehrkins, Mrs. Wallace Gardiner, co-chairmen, Mrs. 
R. E. Sammelson, Mrs. Bertil Erickson, Mrs. Arnold Samuelson, Mrs. El- 
mer Carlson, Mrs. Herbert Nelson, Mrs. Carl Kullberg 

Supper—Mrs. Oscar Edstrom, chairman, Mrs. Earl Nelson, Mrs. Olive An- 
derson, Mrs. Myron Eckblad 


HISTORICAL PAGEANT COMMITTEE 
Mrs. Bruce Akerson, chairman, Mildred Collins, Mrs. Arthur Velander, 
Marilyn Thompson, Mrs. Herbert Johnson, Mrs. Ruth Ellingson 

MUSIC COMMITTEE 
Archie Swenson, chairman, Mrs. Grace Nelson, Mrs. Herbert Eckblad, 
Mrs. H. L. Peterson 

HISTORICAL BOOK SALES COMMITTEE 


Mrs. William Quist, chairman 

White Rock—Francis Bodelson, Mary Erickson 

Skane—Carl Almquist, Marilyn St. John 

Gota—Lowell Peterson, Luverne Thompson, Lyle Mandelkow 
Vasterbotten—Warren Erickson, Arthur Lindell 

Spring Creek—C. L. Johnson, Lillian Nord 

Smaland—Nels Brodd, Mrs. Clemens Nelson 

Church District—Glenn Olson, Charles Johnson, Eric Collins 
Norbotten—Bennett Nelson, Harry C. Peterson 


PARKING COMMITTEE 


Russell Olson, chairman, Donald Johnson, Ray Peterson 
(Others may be designated by the committee) 


FLOWER COMMITTEE FOR CENTENNIAL SERVICES 
Amanda Youngberg, Hulda Youngberg, Allie Warns 
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Officials of Vasa Lutheran Since Its Organization 


DEACONS 


1855—Sven Jacobson, S. J. Willard and Ola Olson 

1856—Sven Jacobson, S. J. Willard and Ola Olson 

1857—Jacob Robertson, Johan Sundell and Sven Peter Peterson 

1858—Carl Johnson, Per Johnson, Johannes Sundell and Jon Bergdahl 

1859—T. G. Pearson and Nils Svenson 

1860—Olof Palson, J. Sundell and J. Robertson 

1861—Goran Johnson and Johannes Anderson 

1862—Jons Olson, Truls Jonson and Johannes Anderson 

1863—Jons Olson, Goran Johnson and Nils Svenson 

1864—Lars Engberg and Bengt Anderson 

1865—Anders Svenson and Anders Westerson 

1866—Peter Berg, Anders Ljungberg, P. O. Tilderquist and Lars Frenn 

1867—Sven Turner, L. Engberg and G. Weber 

1868—Sven Peterson and A. Westerson 

1869—Anders P. Johnson, Jons Olson, P. O. Tilderquist and C. A. Frenn 

1870—Sven Turner, L. Engberg and Johannes Peterson 

1871—T. G. Pearson and Johannes Peterson 

1872—L. Frenn, Nils Svenson, Jons Olson and A. P. Johnson 

1873—Sven Turner, G. M. Englund and Ola Manson 

1874—T. G. Pearson and Andrew Lindberg 

1875—L. Frenn, A. P. Johnson, P. O. Tilderquist and Ola Manson 

1876—T. G. Pearson and C. J. Peterson 

1877—P. O. Tilderquist, Erick M. Anderson, P. Qvist and L. Frenn 

1878—Sven Svenson, G. M. Englund, C. J. Peterson, T. G. Pearson and O. N. Olson 

1879—Sven Turner, G. M. Englund, C. J. Peterson, T. G. Pearson and O. N. Olson 

1880—Ola Jonson, Goran Johnson, P. O. Tilderquist and O. N. Olson 

1881—T. G. Pearson, Matts Pehrson, Sven Turner and C. J. Peterson 

1882—Ola Jonsson, Pehr Abrahamson, O. N. Olson and P. O. Tilderquist 

1883—Sven Turner, J. P. Johnson, John G. Nilson and Jon Gustafson 

1884—Ola Jonsson, Pehr Abrahamson, P. J. Frenn and P. O. Tilderquist 

1885—Sven Turner, Magnus Ekblad, Ake Bengston and John Gustafson 

1886—P. O. Tilderquist, P. J. Frenn, Goran Johnson and Nels W. Svenson 

1887—Sven Turner, Ola Anderson, Ake Bengston and John Larson 

1888—P. O. Tilderquist, O: N. Olson, Pehr Abrahamson, T. G. Pearson and 
J. G. Nilson 

1889—Sven Turner, Olof Anderson, P. Anderson and J. W. Franzen 

1890—P. O. Tilderquist, T. G. Pearson, P. Bodelson and O. N. Olson 

1891—-A. B. Anderson, Ola Anderson, P. Anderson and J. W. Franzen 

1892—-T. G. Pearson, P. Bodelson, O. N. Olson and P. Tilderquist 

1893—A. B. Anderson, Ola Anderson, P. Anderson and J. W. Franzen 

1894—T. G. Pearson, P. Bodelson, O. N. Olson and Olof Larson 

1895—A. B. Anderson, C. J. Peterson, Carl Samuelson, Andrew Johnson 
and Andrew Larson 

1896—T. G. Pearson, P. Bodelson, Andrew Larson, Andrew Ljungberg 

1897—A. B. Anderson, Jons Person, Albert Larson and C. Samuelson 

1898—T. G. Pearson, P. Bodelson, Andrew Larson and Andrew Ljungberg 

1899—Sven Turner, Albert Larson, C. Samuelson and Jons Pehrson 

1900—T. G. Pearson, P. Bodelson, Andrew Larson and A. Ljungberg 

1901—-Albert Larson, Henry Svenson, Carl Samuelson and Henry Ekblad 

1902—T. G. Pearson, Andrew Larson, P. Bodelson and A. Ljungberg 

1903—-Albert Larson, Henry Svenson, Henry Ekblad and John Johnson 

1904—-A. Ljungberg, Chas. Charlson, Albert Kullberg and Andrew Larson 

1905—Andrew Ljungberg, Charles Charlson, Albert Kullberg and Andrew Larson 

1906—Hans Risberg, Albert Kullberg, Andrew Larson and Nils Kullberg 

1907—P. N. Young, Henry Swanson, Nils Martinson and John Ekblad 

1908—Emil H. Johnson, C. G. Lind, Andrew Larson and Nils Kullberg 

1909—WNils Martinson, John Back, John Ekblad, Carl A. Johnson and P. N. Young 

1910—Carl O. Johnson, Emil Johnson, Andrew Larson, A. V. Edstrom, John 
Johnson 

1911—-John Back, Emil Peterson, John Odman and John Ekblad 

1912—Chas. Johnson, Emil Johnson, Sigfrid Lundgerg, Axel Edstrom 

1913—John Ekblad, Emil Peterson, John Odman and John Back 

1914—-Sam Pearson, S. M. Peterson, Sigfrid Lundberg and A. J. Velander 

1916—Charley Samuelson, John Back, John Odman and J. Pearson 

1917—-Sam Pearson, S. M. Peterson, Axel Frenn and Nels Munson 

1918—-Chas. Samuelson, John Back, J. O. Odman, Leonard Johnson, Victor An- 
derson and Alfred Larson 
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1919—vVictor Anderson, Alfred Larson, Sam Pearson and Emil Pearson 
1920—John Strom, Chas. Fredrickson, Emil Nelson, J. G. Nelson, C. L. Johnson 
and Henry Swanson 
1921—John Strom, Chas. Fredrickson, Alfred Larson and Sam Pearson 
1922—-A. V. Anderson, Henry Nelson, C. L. Johnson, Henry Swanson 
1923—-Gust Anderson, Henry Swanson, Alfred Larson and Sigfrid Lundberg 
1924—C. E. Fredrickson, Martin Frenn, A. V. Anderson and Henry Nelson 
1925—Sigfrid Lundberg, Nels Brodd, John Back and N. G. Anderson 
1926—C. E. Fredrickson, H. L. Nelson, Arthur Martinson, Henry Swanson and 
Leonard Johnson 
1927—-Sigfrid Lundberg, N. G. Anderson, Henry Swanson and A. W. Swanson 
1928—T. L. Tilderquist, H. L. Nelson, Arthur Martinson and Leonard Johnson 
1929—-Henry Anderson, Henry Swanson, A. W. Swanson and Sigfrid Lundberg 
1930—Carl Johnson, T. L. Tilderquist, Arthur Martinson and C. L. Johnson 
1931—Henry Anderson, Henry Swanson, Arthur Swanson and Sigfrid Lundberg 
1932—-Leonard Nelson, Harry Peterson, Arthur Martinson and C. L. Johnson 
1933—-Henry Swanson, Henry Anderson, Arthur Swanson and S. L. Lundberg 
1934—-Arthur Martinson, Emil Ekblad, Harry Peterson and Leonard Nelson 
1934—-Henry Anderson, Fred Anderson, Arthur Swanson, S. L. Lundberg and 
Henry Swanson-Honorary Member 
1935—Arthur Martinson, E. P. Ekblad, Harry Peterson, Victor Samuelson 
1936—Henry Anderson, Fred Anderson, Arthur Swanson, S. L. Lunberg 
1937—Martin Bodelson, Emil Ekblad, Harry Peterson and Victor Samuelson 
1938—Henry Anderson, Milton Bodelson, Fred Anderson and S. L. Lundberg 
1939—Martin Bodelson, Emil Ekblad, Victor Samuelson and Eric Collins 
1940—Eric Collins, Milton Bodelson, Fred Anderson and S. L. Lundberg 
1941—-VVictor Samuelson, Martin Bodelson, Emil Ekblad and Harry Peterson 
1942—-Eric Collins, Milton Bodelson, Fred Anderson and S. L. Lundberg 
1943—-Victor Samuelson, Harry Peterson, Martin Bodelson and Emil Ekblad 
1944—-Hilding Swanson, Walter Swanson, S. L. Lundberg and Eric Collins 
1945—Victor Samuelson, Martin Bodelson, Emil Ekblad and Harry Peterson 
1946—Eric Collins, Hilding Swanson, Walter Swanson and S. L. Lundberg 
1947—-J. Melvin Miller, Martin Bodelson, Byron Pearson and C. L. Johnson 
1948—-F. Clarence Johnson, Hilding Swanson, Walter Swanson and Lincoln 
Anderson 
1949—-J. Melvin Miller, Bertil Erickson, Byron Pearson and Carl M. Johnson 
1950—Hugo Johnson, F. Clarence Johnson, Milton Larson, Lincoln Anderson and 
Arnold Samuelson 
1951—-J. Melvin Miller, Bertil Erickson and Carl Fredrickson 
1952—-F. Clarence Johnson and Lincoln Anderson 
1953—Virgil Carlson, Arnold Samuelson and Hugo Johnson 
1954—Carl Fredrickson, Francis A. Bodelson, Donald Munson and Oscar 
Thompson Jr. 


TRUSTEES 


1856—Peter Nilsson, Carl Carlson and Olof Peterson 

1857—T. G. Pearson and Sven Jacobson 

1858—Carl Carlson 

1859—T. G. Pearson and A. Westerson 

1860—Erik Erickson 

1861—Carl Carlson 

1862—Jon Gustafson 

1863—T. G. Pearson 

1864—Sven Olson 

1865—Nils Svenson 

1866—Nils Ofelt 

1867—Sven Olson 

1868—Nils Svenson, Lars Frenn and Sven Peterson 

1869—Nils Ofelt and P. O. Tilderquist 

1870—John W. Peterson 

1871—T. G. Pearson 

1872—N. P. Ofelt 

1873—John W. Peterson 

1874—T. G. Pearson 

1875—John W. Peterson 

1876—Alfred Carlson 

1877—John C. Johnson, Sven Pearson, Bengt Anderson, Peter Johnson, Andrew 
Larson, Andrew Lewis, Johannes Peterson and Charles Olson 

1878—P. H. Pehrson, A. Ljungberg and John W. Peterson 

1879—Niklas Peterson, P. G. Lundqvist, Ola Anderson and Salomon Nilson 

1880—A. W. Holm, Sven Pearson and Bengt Anderson 
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1881—A. Ljungberg, Ake Bengston and Sal. Nilson 

1882—Ola Anderson, Andrew Monson and Niklas Peterson 

1883—J. A. Peterson, Frank Johnson and Bengt Anderson 

1884—J. P. Carlson, Andrew Prink and C. A. Frenn 

1885—Niklas Peterson, Gustaf Carlson and Jons Pehrson 

1886—J. A. Peterson, C. G. Ernberg and B. Anderson 

1887—Ola Larson, Matts Pehrson and C. A. Frenn 

1888—Niklas Peterson, John Holm and Magnus Ekblad 

1889—N. P. Ofelt, H. J. Lunndell and Bengt Anderson 

1890—C. A. Frenn, A. Ljungberg and Matts Pehrson 

1891—Magnus Ekblad, Aaron Carlson, Albert Larson and S. M. Person 

1892—-Swan Pehrson, J. W. Svenson, B. Anderson and Andrew Johnson 

1893—C. A. Frenn, A. Ljungberg and A. Anderson 

1894—Magnus Ekblad, J. A. Lundberg, J. O. Odman and A. Ljungberg 

1895—Gustaf Anderson, Nils Johnson and Bengt Anderson 

1896—Nils Kullberg, Ola Annderson and C. A. Frenn 

1897—W. L. Turner, C. Bennet, O. F. Holm and J. O. Odman 

1898—Sam Pehrson, Nils Johnson and W. L. Turner 

1899—A. V. Edstrom, Gumme Pehrson and A. B. Anderson 

1900—O. F. Holm, J. O. Odman, J. Ekblad and A. J. Anderson 

1901—John Back, Nils Johnson and Sam Pehrson 

1902—Nils P. Olson, John Nilsson and W. L. Turner 

1903—Oscar Samuelson, J. O. Odman and Eugene Anderson 

1904—John Back, J. W. Svenson and N. P. Ofelt 

1905—John Back, J. W. Svenson and N. P. Ofelt 

1906—Axel Frenn, C. O. Anderson and Eugene Anderson 

1907—Nils Risberg, J. W. Swanson, Oscar Holm and Arthur Martinson 

1908—Wm. Turner, Henry Nelson and Charley Bengston 

1909—Axel Frenn, Arthur Martinson, John Carleen and Hjalmer Pearson 

1910—Peter Bodelson, Albert Kullberg, Nils Risberg 

1911—-Swen O. Brodd, Alex Anderson and Oscar Olson 

1912—-John Carleen, Albert Risberg and A. V. Anderson 

1913—John Anderson, Henry Swanson and Peter Bodelson 

1914—-Swenn Brodd, Oscar Olson and Alex Anderson 

1916—Gunnar Vinquist, Victor Lundberg, Arthur Martinson 

1917—Wm. Quist, Theodore Bengston and Hjalmer Pearson 

1918—E. E. Almquist, Rudolph Akerson, Glenn Pearson, John Johnson and 
Swen Brodd 

1919—Gunnar Vinquist, Albert Frenn and Arthur Martinson 

© 1920—Emil Johnson, J. M. Ekblad and Theo. O. Benson 

1921—-Aleck Anderson, Peter Nelson, Glenn Pearson and Emil Pearson 

1922—-Albert Frenn, John Odman and Emil Pearson 

1923—J. M. Ekblad, Theo. Benson and Emil Johnson 

1924—-Arthur Lindell, Glenn Pearson and Peter Nelson 

1925—-Victor Larson, Emil Nelson and Emil Pearson 

1926—Willie Johnson, J. M. Ekblad, J. W. Anderson, Vincent Bodelson and 
Emil Nelson 

1927—Arthur Lindell, E. C. Pearson and A. J. Velander 

1928—Vincent Bodelson, W. J. Carleen and Emil Nelson 

1929—_D. M. Lundell, W. J. Carleen, Hugo Nelson and Carl Almquist 

1930—Arthur Lindell, E. C. Pearson, A. J. Velander, Carl Almquist and Hugo 
Nelson 

1931—Vincent Bodelson, Emil Nelson and W. J. Carleen 

1932—-D. M. Lundell, Carl Almquist annd Wm. Quist 

1933—-Arthur Lindell, A. J. Velander, E. C. Pearson and Oscar Pearson 

1934--Emil Nelson, Oscar Pearson and Vincent Bodelson 

1934—_D. M. Lundell, Carl Almquist, Wm. Quist and Vincent Bodelson 

1935—Arthur Lindell, Oscar Edstrom and E. C. Pearson 

1936—Albert Frenn, Emil Nelson and Oscar Pearson 

1937—-Almer Anderson, Wm. Quist, Fritz Johnson and Arthur Abramson 

1938—Arthur Lindell, Oscar Edstrom, Arthur Abramson and E. C. Pearson 

1939—Fritz Johnson, Oscar Pearson and Emil Nelson 

1940—Almer Anderson, Alvin Nelson and Arthur Abramson 

1941—Oscar Edstrom, E. C. Pearson and Arthur Lindell 

1942—-Fritz Johnson, Emil Pearson, Emil Nelson, Raymond Nelson, Elmer 
Nelson and Arthur Lindell 

1943—-Almer Anderson, Elmer Nelson and Arthur Abramson 

1944—-Oscar Edstrom, Arthur Lindell and Hjalmer Pearson 

1945—-Raymond E. Sammelson, Emil S. Pearson and Henry W. Anderson 

1946—Raymond Selander, Elmer Nelson and Herbert Eckblad 

1947—Bennett D. Nelson, Wallace L. Gardiner and Philip Johnson 

1948—Raymond E. Sammelson, Emil S. Pearson, Henry W. Annderson and 
C. L. Johnson 
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1949—-Raymond Selander, Herbert Eckblad and James Peterson 

1950—Bennett D. Nelson, Wallace L. Gardiner and C. L. Johnson 

1951—-Frederick Hempftling, Emmett Pearson and Arnold Budenski 

1952—-Stanley Swanson, LeVern Schumacher, James Peterson and Arnold 
Budenski 

1953—C. L. Johnson, Raymond C. Samuelson and Conley Tilderquist 

1954—-Arnold Budenski, Emmett Pearson annd Frederick Hempftling 


SECRETARIES 
1855-1858¢.. Geko is Eric Norelitis'1886-1902 97 2 eee A. Dahlen 
LOS IER, eet oes eee dates Johan ssundel!) Br Y905 Vee C. A. Youngberg 
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